HISTORY OF THE

"I see, from time to time, manifestations of fine work here that has been done in
the past. You will have 4,000 students, and instead of 50 rooms, 100 rooms, some day,
and that will be just the beginning. ... It is not too much to say that this institution
will lead the way of all the state institutions.” (Ellis Arnall, former governor of
Georgia, at 25th Anniversary banquet, 1939.)

The phenomenal growth of the Georgia Tech Evening School of Commerce, be-
gun in 1913 with 47 students, into the Atlanta Division, University of Georgia, with
an enrollment of more than 5,000, is without parallel in the history of education.
Gratifying the wish of Atlanta men and women for higher learning has been an ever-
increasing task through the 36 years of the school’s life, and its scope shows no signs
of narrowing.

The idea for an evening school in Atlanta had its embryonic beginning in 1911
when W. M. Fambrough, president of the Alumni Association of Georgia Tech, in-
quired of the alumni concerning their need for business training, especially during
the first few years after graduation. Their replies prompted him to express the de-
sire for a Chair of Business Science at Tech.

In 1912 a campaign was begun to interest juniors and seniors in a series of busi-
ness lectures given at the school. These lectures were placed on the regular schedule
at the end of that term.

In 1913 the Georgia Tech Evening School of Commerce was established, housed
in three rooms in the Walton building. Although it was authorized by the Board of

Trustees its financing was independent.

The school’s first president was the late W. S. Kell, a member of the Georgia
Tech faculty. His aims, as stated, were:

I. To interest business men in the idea of an evening school in behalf of the youth
of Atlanta.

2. To prepare himself for a more thorough business training in order to raise the
standards of the school (in quest of this, he became the third C.P.A. in Georgia).

3. Eventually to make the school co educational.

ATLANTA DIVISION

A peak enrollment of 364 attended classes in the four rooms in the Arcade build-
ing from 1917 to 1921. In the latter year the site was moved to a third-floor attic at
18 Auburn avenue, where there were five classrooms. In 1920 the school was made
co-educational.

For 1926-27 the school operated at 92Y2 Forsyth street, and from 1927 to 1931
had six rooms at 106 Forsyth. The enrollment had spurted to 654.

In 1928 Dr. George M. Sparks became director of the school, and increased the
number of courses required for a degree from 24 to 30. [he next year it was made
the standard 40. The year 1931 saw the number of courses offered jump from 22 to 92,
and the faculty increase from 17 to 35. By 1933 there were 138 courses taught by 38

professors.

From 1931 to 1938, some 19 rooms at 223 Walton street building housed the
school. When the junior college was opened in 1935, enrollment shot from 853 to
1,274, and reached a peak of 1,709 in 1938.

Crowded conditions necessitated another move, and the Georgia Evening College
and Georgia Junior College settled at 162 Luckie street, where there were 50 class-
rooms for the more than 2,000 students.

The war years saw a slump in enrollment which was more than compensated lor
afterward with the influx of thousands of veteran students. Enrollment records con-
tinued to be broken, and new quarters were sought again.

They were found at 24 Ivy street, S.E., in the old Ivy Street garage. War surplus
materials worth hundreds of thousands of dollars speeded the changeover, and classes
opened in the fall of 1945.

In 1947 the school was made the Atlanta Division, University of Georgia. Today
it has over 100 classrooms, with almost 160 instructors teaching 300 subjects. The
peak enrollment for the year 1948-49 was 5,327.

The Atlanta Division has proved her worth to Atlanta high school graduates as
well as to working men and women. Her reputation has been won, not through
famous athletic teams or by individual exploits, but through liberal, thorough edu-
cation bestowed in the best American tradition. She looks always to the future, never
to the past, for her best is ever yet to come.
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ATLANTA DIVISION

UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA

THE STATE OF GEORGIA is now operating one of the out-
standing COLLEGE CEN'I'ERS in the country, where VETERAN -
STUDENTS may work in the day and receive government benefits for

doing college work in the evening.

Day Division— 8 to 5, each day, Monday through Friday. Schedules
arranged so students may work in the morning or in the afternoon. New

Music and Art Department added September, 1948.

Evening Division— Workers in GREA TER A 1LAN 1A AREA
attend classes from 5:15 to 10:00 Mondays, Wednesday, and Fridays,

and 5:15 to 9:00 Tuesdays and Thursdays.

GYMNASIUM AUDITORIUM, the second unit in the building
program, now provides an enlarged recreational program for the more
than 5,000 students and their friends . . . this in addition to the six-
story reinforced concrete building, with its 100 classrooms, 6 laboratories,

cafeteria, library, clinic, snack shops, and parking lot.

Address Registrar

. cJjliriiiion
UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA
24 Ivy Street, S. E.

Atlanta, Georgia






