
Jlr. c. d. Smith 
Bewm.n, Georgia 

Dear Jaya 

Jun 1s. 1945 

At the meeting or the Boe.rd ot Re enta on Sunday, Doctor Sanford 
telephoned :m f'rom. Athens that they bad diaousaed our inadequate houa
i?Jg oondition at thia school and the probability of buying the Bolling
Jolles Building and I"t')" Street Garage immediately11 pa,wnded the GOTernor 
could f'ini the momy tor such & project. I am writi:ag you this beoauae 
I wneratand you were not present at the Board meeting, and I know that 
7ou would like to know the background ot all that ha• occurred during 
the past two weelal. 

A friend ot Kr. Kari.on. Saith, who had lunch with him Monday, •a.id 
that the Baa.rd had passed a reaolution aaking for immediate action be
cause o.f the great number ot returned soldiers who are coming back to 
Georg:SA and would like to get tull aubsiatence under the G. I. Bill of 
Right• while at the same time being employed in one ot the eitht hundred 
or more business houses 1n Atlanta.. 

I am attaohil'.:lg the report o.f th Govern.or's Investigating aoa
mitteo which was submitted to him. during the past week. I am also 
attaching a letter from Captain F. A. Sams• State Director of Vet.l'lUll 
Bducation. llany returned soldiers a.re already regiateri with ws to 
take advantage 0£ the federal sub isteme pay while regularl7 amplo,ed 
in Atlanta. 

The building under consideration is only two blocks tro• Peachtree 
Street and ia across the street f'rOl!l the Hurt Building, and while our 
entir space here is only 35,000 square feet, the square footage in the 
garag buildi.tg ia more than 180,000 square feet in a tireproot build
iDg with ele-vatora and ramp between floors to take care of the heaT,Y 
load ill student going from one ol ss to another. 

While thia agitation about the purchase of' thia building waa in. 
progres, I dour present build.11:1g appra.iaod by a professional 
appraiser, Ur. Joe Shaw, a.nd he placed the appraiaal at '160,000. The 
State pa ... d only 0,000 tor the property, and the • • A. put it ill 
its present useable condition. The Baptut 'faberzaol• next door 1a 
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holding a Church Conference this week to make us a tentative bid on 
thia structure. Brls Cocke. President ot the Fulton Jlatio.D&l Ba.nk. 
told me the Fulton Jlational Bank had '126,000 in the Bolling-Jones 
Building. and that the loan on the building fx-om. the Kutual Lite 
Insurance Company 1 for '175,000. 

The teder l overnment is to pay us the out-of-state tuition for 
each G. I. boy enrolled, fUld this will mean that for every thousand 
enrolled. we shall receive t].00,000 more than our present students pa.7, 
and you know enough about the fim.no I of our program to li:::nmr that we 
live Tery 1"Jll on the tuition we reoeive from re-ular students. The 
Veterans Bur au his announced to ua that n will have a veral thouaand.a 
of these boys. From the report made by the Investigating Colllllittee, 
and !'rOlll wmt I have written so tar, you nay readily aee that thi1 
inatitution oould easily liquidate the cost of the Bolling-Jon,• Build
ing. We now havo an arohiteot, Kr. Tuoker, of !uoker & Howell, giving 
us an eati1111.te on the reconveraion ot the garage building for sohool 
purpoaes. About om-third ot the buildirig under oonsideration i• nowr 
rented for offioes and. brings in an income of t2S,OOO a year. Suoh an 
rrangement oould oontinue if we took over the building. 

Far and above all the financial conside:rationa involTed, the State 
owes it to th so returned veterans to hold as naey in th4J State as os
aible and thus give them the proper practical training which our 
institution ia prepared to do. 

I know this is a pretty lo~ letter for a banker to haTe to road, 
but I know your interest is such that yo~ ehould know all th facta 
involved in our present situation, and, if it is possible for you a.nd 
Scotty to hs in Ellis in the corner of a. oool Newnan front porch, 
please be assured that you shall be doing the State or Georgia and these 
returning veterax:us, a.a well •• th several thousands or Georgia boy• and 
girls involved from the •ix hundred Georgia high schools nO'lt' nrolled 
with us, a wry gre t service. 

G sh 
Enols .... 2 

Cordially your , 

GEOiGR K. SPARKS, 
Director 




