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BY CASSANDRA POWELL
CPOWELLI1@STUDENT.GSU.EDU

The university’s decision to
implement a plus/minus grading
scale has become a controversial
policy among both students and
professors at Georgia State.

Most students say that the
grading standard is unfair and
makes it difficult for them to meet
their grade point average require-
ments.

“I feel like the plus/minus
system has affected my grades,”
says Kelechi Nwakudu, a sopho-
more majoring in English. “My
HOPE GPA and my institutional
GPA are off.”

The HOPE Scholarship re-
quires that all recipients have a
grade point average of at least 3.0
at the end of each spring term to
maintain eligibility. Even though
the plus/minus scale is not ap-
plied to the HOPE GPA, it still
generates confusion over matters
of academic standing for most
students.

“GSU GPA can be a few
tenths of a point higher, which
greatly affects your grade if
you’re trying to maintain HOPE
or gain it back,” says Nwakudu.
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Students and faculty are still looking at pros and cons of the

new grading scale.

The university policy is that a
grade of B is at the GPA level of
3.0 and a grade of B- translates
to 2.70 quality points, which
is a considerable decrease in a
student’s grade point average. A
grade of C- is below the threshold
for most advanced courses and
courses that serve as prerequisites

that require a C to pass.

Although every course’s
grading scale is clearly stated in
the syllabus, most students still
say that the plus/minus system is
simply unreasonable and greatly
affects their confidence level in
their grades.

“I think that the plus/minus

grading scale is stupid,” says Brit-
tany Malone, a sophomore major-
ing in Biology. “An A should be
an A and a B should be a B. Peo-
ple work hard for the grades they
receive. They don’t need to be
reminded that they weren’t good
enough to get a B+ when they got
a B-. I just hate seeing the minus
behind my grades.
feel like I'm not good enough or
something.”

Other students say that al-
though their department doesn’t
apply the plus/minus scale, they
agree with Malone about the un-
fairness of the system.

“I’'m in the science field and
we don’t do plus/minus scales,”
says William Monger, a senior
majoring in Biology. *“I like it
because an A is an A and if you
make an 80, you get a B, but in
a plus/minus scale an 80 is a B-
and it can definitely affect your
GPA.”

The Executive Committee
debated on the new grading sys-
tem on July 14, 2006 and then
recommended it to the faculty.

It makes me

SEE SHOULD PAGES

Print credits to be a permanent fixture on campus

:

Special | Signal
Thanks to efforts of SGA, students receive a portion of their
technology fee dek in the form of print credits.

BY KELLY PETTY
KPETTY 1@STUDENT.GSU.EDU

After much debate and some
fee changes, print credits are now
a permanent student service at
Georgia State. As of fall 2007, the
PantherPriNT credit will remain
$3 per student.

For the first time, the print
credit fee will be pre-funded at a
budget of $210,083. Before, the
fee was determined based on what
could be allotted through the stu-
dent technology fee; now funds
will be reserved annually.

However, the print credit sub-
sidy does not cover every student
since only half of the student body
uses the service.
formation Systems and Technol-
ogy spokesperson Kenya Johnson,
the print credit fee is an estimated
cost that is funded for a portion of
the students who actually use it.

But the process of setting a

According to In-

fixed dollar amount for print cred-
its has not been without its trials.
Prior to fiscal year 2005, the print
fee was set at $7.50. Fiscal years
run from June 1 to July 31 of the
following year.

For FY 2005, that price was
cut in half to $3.75. Joe Amador,
manager of UETS Lab and Class-
room technology and an advisor to
the student technology fee com-
mittee, said that the reduction oc-
curred because the print fee could
not be fully funded that year.

“It was contingent on an in-
crease of the tech fee from $50 to
$100,” I'he Board of Re-
gents did not approve the full in-

he said.

crease, instead granting only a 50
percent increase of the technology
fee, from $50 to $75.

As a result, all proposals ap-
proved by the student technol-

SEE CONSUMER PAGES



2 | Tuesday, September 25, 2007 | SIGNAL

Executive Vice President wants stronger
legislation, cohesive student body

BY KELLY PETTY
KPETTY | @STUDENT.GSU.EDU

As a senator for the stu-
dent government association,
Evan Eskridge saw that there
needed to be a change in the
way student government was
run and how it served the
needs of the students. Now,
he will make those changes
to create a stronger and more
cohesive student body.

“I would like to not
only see stronger legislation
passed, but followed through
and enacted,” he said.

His main concern is to see
that an academic forgiveness
policy be established in order
to give students the freedom
to take classes without the
worry of hurting their GPA.

Under the policy, a stu-
dent would be allowed to
retake a previous class in
which they received a poor
grade and have the former
grade stricken and replaced
with the new one. As a re-
sult, the student would have
the opportunity to improve
their score as well as their

GPA.

Eskridge also has chang-
es for student advisement. “I
would like to see mandatory
advisement for each student
on a more periodic basis,” he
said.

Currently, students who
participate in freshman learn-
ing communities are the only
ones required to meet with
their advisors. Eskridge
wants to ensure that all stu-
dents are taking advantage of
the services that advisement
offers.

In terms of SGA, Es-
kridge wants to improve the
process of approving and es-
tablishing legislation. Any
measure that the senate ap-
proves is a fundamental rec-
ommendation that school of-
ficials can act on. However,
Eskridge wants to make sure
that the senate is tracking the
progress of that new legisla-
tion. “When it [legislation] is
passed, it should be followed
up,” he said.

Student involvement is
crucial to ensuring that SGA
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serves the needs of the stu-
dent body. To do this, Es-
kridge wants to sponsor town
hall meetings to give the GSU
community a chance to voice
their concerns related to the
university. “We don’t see the
wider issues,” he said.

The meetings would oc-
cur once or twice each se-
mester; from there, the SGA
can create legislation based
on the concerns of the stu-
dent body.

It’s important to Eskridge
that SGA be more active on
campus and be available to
students.

In his role as Executive
Vice President, he wants to
be responsible for mobilizing
the campus community and
get students involved at the
university.

o

Evan Eskridge | Signal

Evan Eskridge is a senator turned executive vice president.
He definetely wants to see the new administration leave a
lasting mark.
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BY BRIAN HOLCpMB
BHOLCOMB@STUDENT GSU.EDU

dfesses Baﬁy,s’vegardmg legisla-
tions requested to be passed by
students and other student con-
cerns, the Student Judicial Board
(SJB) provides a service geared
more towards student conduct.

. “[SIB] hears violation cases
that deal with studehts and orga-

nizations that come into violation .

of the student code of conduct.”

said student Judlcnpl chief. Justice.

Dorian Woolaston. ™If you Want
to address and issue with the caf-
eteria or the Slgnak you'd go to
the SGA; but with issues of mis-
conduct, you’d come to SJB.”
As an official part of the
school, the SJB is the judicial
branch of the SGA, consisting
of 16 members and comprised
of five committees, from Public

Relations and Internal Affalrs 1o
Parking Appeals and SGA Lia-
sons.

The board review ail student
conduct cases and, according 10
their website, “makes a recom-
mendation on decisions on-all
referred student violations” as
state in the Student Code of Con-
duct.

According to Woolaston, if
students feel they are misrep-
resented with an issue such as
a parking ticket, they can bring
their issue to the SJB to see what

_they recommend the student or

the school should do.

Students can request an ad-
ministrative hearing, consisting
of one justice, or three justices to
hear cases.

What’s great about students
bringing their issues to the SJB
s “students can bring their is-
sues to students who are going
through the same situations,”

Dorian Woolaston | Signal

SJB Chief Justlce Dorian Woblaston

said Wooleston.

This is very beneficial be-
cause students are more likely
to get the desired response from
the SJB—a board consisting of
only students—than the SGA, a
student organization comprised
of students as well as faculty. A

2 board with people unable to em-
. pathize or sympathize with stu-

dents with cases might not turn
out the way they expected.

Each justice is responsible
for upholding the student code
of conduct and implementation
of the judicial system to ensure
all patrons are treated fairly and
within their rights as students.

More so, the SJB acts as a
link between the students and
the SGA. For example, if a stu-
dént was brought up on charges
for code of conduct, students can
address the SJB confidentially
rather than go in front of the
SGA without the same benefits.

So for students who don’t
want their names spread across
campus for something they did,
the SJB offers the ability to with-
hold that information from the
public.

Do many people know about
the SJB? Wooleston says SIB
has gained its popularity through
“word of mouth, so we're try-
ing to get our [Public Relations]
department to get our name out
there.” Wooleston and his jus-
tices have tried very hard to put
their name out wherever the
SGA are promoting their organi-
zation.

“Our primary job is to get
our name out to the students,”
said Wooleston.

The unpopularity of the SJB
or students unaware of this stu-
dent organization could play a
part in the low numbers of ap-
plicants looking to get on the
judicial board. Students with 30

Editor:
Danielle Ellis

Student Judicial Board | Signal
The 2006-2007 Student Judicial Board as seen last fall during a photo shoot.

credit hours, a 2.2 GPA and no
prior violations is welcomed to
apply for a justice position.

“We probably have about 10
applications a year,” said Wool-
eston. Usually elections happen
about once a year, but in the cir-

. cumstances where some justices

are graduating, those elections
can vary.

Woolaston is prideful of SIB
and his position as current chief
justice. “[I] heard about other
[academic] institutions where
Judicial Boards aren’t comprised
fully of students,” said Wool-
eston. “That’s what’s great about
GSU ... all student panel.”

More information about the
SJB can be found at http://www2.
gsu.edu/~wwwdos/sjb.html.

Marlon Gibson named new Greek advisor

BY MEGHAN GLE.ASON
MGLEASON1@STUDENT.GSUEDU -

Georgia State University an-
nounced the new Greek Life Ad-
viser, Marlon Gibson, on August
28.

Going in to his third week,
Gibson is excited about working
with GSU and helping the Greek
program grow.

“Greek life is my passnon,
Gibson said.

Gibson has a strong back-
ground with NPHC, National

Pan-Hellenic Council. He "_is a
member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fra-
ternity Incorporated and has been

an NPHC advisor at The Univer--

sity of Toledo, Coastal Carolina

‘University and most recently at

Morehouse College. Gibson now
comes to GSU with big plans for
Greek life.

I am looking forward to
hopefully bringing Iota Phi The-
ta to GSU and helpingall nine of
the *Devine nine’ to be at GSU.

“Greek life in five years will
look completely different than it
does right now,” Gibson said.

Future housing for the
Greeks is on the agenda, accord-
ing to Gibson. Also, two new
graduate assistants bring addi-
tional resources to the Greek Life
department that will help the pro-
gram to grow at GSU.

“With the additional help and
support, I see all councils grow-
ing and strengthening, winning
awards not only on the GSU lev-
el, but the regional and national
levels,” Gibson said.

With the University Com-
mons keeping more students on
campus, GSU is beginning to

feel more like a traditional col-
lege rather than a commuter
school. With this influx of stu-
dents, Greek life at GSU will
alse grow.

There are currently 23 fra-
ternities and sororities and five
councils. Gibson hopes to add
another sorority. He also wants
to strengthen the Inter-Fraternity
Council as well as the Multicul-
tural Greek Council.

“There is so much diversity
to be celebrated,” Gibson said.

The Greek office at GSU is
unique in that everyone in the of-

fice is Greek. Gibson boasts of
the support within the office and
passion of his co-workers.
Former Greek Life Adviser,
Steffani Lautenslager, had many
good plans for Greek life — many
plans that Gibson will implement
with the support and addition
of the graduate assistants. The
added staff is going to help make
plans'come to fruition.

Gibson’s main focus is
values - based community pro-
grams. He wants Georgia State
to be involved in regional con-
ferences and bréak down stereo-
types to see what Greek life can
really be.
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RHA: The new governance of university housing

BY AMANDA DABBAS
ADABBAS1@STUDENT.GSU.EDU

Have a problem with uni-
versity housing? The Resident
Hall Association is ready to
help.

The RHA is the combina-
tion of the old Village Student
Goverment and the Lofts Coun-
cil.

The organization, a form of
student government for the resi-
dence halls, formed earlier this
year to bring members of the
residence halls together through
acts of service, leadership, edu-
cation and socialization.

RHA is the governing body
of all the Hall Governments
on Campus. No longer are the
housing councils separate, but
work together under the um-
brella of the RHA.

It was an easy switch for the
RHA to move from the Village
to the Commons. Each of the
four buildings in the Commons
has its own Hall Council and

— A S i A e e e
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The new RHA will merge both Village Student Government and Lofts Council to be a stronger force on campus.

the University Lofts continues
to have its own Hall Council,
which is under the umbrella of
the RHA as well. Students can
talk to anyone on the councils
about any problems.

Last weekend, the RHA
had a retreat and elected of-
ficers. The president is Whit-
ney Moore, Vice-President is
Biretha Wright, Secretary Amy

Toby Adibe is Treasurer and
Lauren Bradford is the National
Communications Coordinator.

President Moore is very ex-
cited about the first year of the
RHA. “We want to make sure
that there is always something
to do and they can have a good
time. We want them to know
we will always be there if there
is a problem.”

NOW HIRING!!!

b M\ ‘

Christopher Williams is the
Resident Hall Director and the
co-advisor for the RHA. He
is there for any advice or help
about funding or spacing. Wil-
liams may be the professional
staff in the RHA, but all deci-
sions are made by the students.
“The council comes to me with
any major problems or for more

funding and support. The RHA
simultaneously tries to improve
communities in the residence
halls and be an advocate for the
interests and concerns of resi-
dence hall students.”

Don’t get the RHA confused
with Resident Assistants. “The
RHA is not in charge of room
checks,” says Moore. The RHA
provides events for the students
at the Commons and Lofts, but
both systems are available for
any student housing problems.

The first event provided by
the RHA is “Jumbo TFwister”
this Wednesday, Sept. 26 at 6
pm at the Commons. Snacks
will be provided and all Loft
and Commons students are in-
vited. The schedule is not up
yet for the rest of the events,
but Moore guarantees there will
be a lot going on. “We talked
about Monday night football
events, movie on the green, a
Greek step show, and a Hallow-

een party.”
Student Ayshan Ibrahim
says, “They [the RHA] are

helpful and friendly and let
you know if something is going
on.”

This is the first year for the
official RHA and they want to
set a good precedent for future
years. Williams adds that he
wants the RHA to make a pres-
ence at Georgia State and stu-
dent conferences, the main fo-
cus of which is to get their name
out and become a voice for the
housing student body.

RHA will also have general
assembly meetings on Mon-
day nights in the Student Cen-
ter. Anyone is welcome to the
RHA meeting, it is not limited
to housing students.

“Just look me up on Face-
book,” recommends Whitney
Moore.
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. lllegal aliens and their supporters would have
you believe that all American Hispanics want open
borders, unrestricted immigration and amnesty for
law-breakers. That's just not true. Most of us do
not support illegal immigration. In fact, 85% of
Hispanics are against increased immigration of any
kind, and 57% want immigration reduced.*

You see, like millions of other American Hispanics,
| came to this country the legal way. | waited my
turn in line on the other side of the border. | passed
background checks and tests and took an oath to
become an American...a loyal American. And like
other Americans, | have seen how illegal immigra-

tion depresses wages, takes jobs, and fragments

American culture.

“Some People Assume Bec: TR N [ ELIH
BRI L Ia RUET-Z 1R T {10 M They're Wrong.”

Don't let illegal aliens be rewarded for breaking our
laws. America is a great country and it deserves to
be respected. Let's fight this invasion together

today. Tomorrow may be too late.

Claudia Spencer, Naturalized American Citizen from Mexico

You Don’t Speak For Me Coalition

SPEAK UP NOW. Go to www.dontspeakforme.org and join American
Hispanics Across The U.S. As A Member Of You Don't Speak For Me.

www.dontspeakforme.org

*Source: The Polling Company/Woman Trend Poll, September 2006.
Paid For By You Don't Speak For Me Coalition and Federation For American Immigration Reform
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Vineyard of Praise

BY AMANDA DABBAS
ADABBAS1@STUDENT.GSU.EDU

Georgia State’s A Vineyard of

F -aise (AVP) choir is scheduled
to perform on Good Day Atlanta
l'hursday morning for their nomi-
nation of Best Choir in Atlanta
at the First Annual Youth Gospel
Entertainment Awards. Through
word of mouth and their high rep-
utation, the choir is a step closer to
their goal of becoming an award
winning choir.

AVP, formerly known as
Voices of Praise, was established
in 2003. They are a chartered stu-
dent organization and part of the
Office of African-American Ser-
vices and Programs. The choir
consists of about 100 singers and
is welcome to any student.

“Anyone can share their tal-
ent as long as they have a love for
music and God,” said AVP choir
president Nicole Chapman.

Concerts are sold out through
the advertising done from people
like Monique McGee, who is in
charge of promotions and mar-
keting and has been in the choir
for two years. McGee utilizes the
choir’s MySpace and Facebook
pages to get the word out through
the internet. As a result of her ef-
forts, concert seats fill up quickly
as these shows sell out quickly.
Attendees are advised to arrive at
the concerts early.
choir

“A Vineyard Praise

concerts sell out or reach their

earns recognition

Vineyard of Praise | Signal

Vineyard of Praise is highly acclaimed both on and off cam-

pus.

capacity,” says Earl Bray, whose
brother is in the choir. “Go there
to have a good time, it is a price-
less experience.”

Junior Zaneta Rene Daniels
has several friends that are in the
choir and attended a concert last
year and hopes to attend the two-
day event. “They sing so well to-
gether and it is awesome that they
bring different aspects of music
and culture to the student body.”

There is a different concept
with every concert, so Chapman

recommends everyone attend at
least one AVP choir concert. Mu-
sic choices range from traditional
gospel music to modern music.

Chapman warns attendees
of tired feet “because you will
be standing the whole time,” but
guarantees it will be a memorable
experience and a great way to
worship and praise God.

Event Coordinator, Jessica
Tipton, joined the choir the first
day that she arrived at Georgia
State. She says the choir is a great

way to gef involved with Georgia
State, especially with the African-
American community. “I love
being in the choir, we are such
a family. It is a great way to be
yourself and be part of something
that is positive and empowering.”

The gospel choir’s next
event is a two-day even at Big
Bethel A.M.E. in College Park lo-
cated off Auburn Ave. on Friday,
Sept. 21 at 7 p.m. and Saturday,
Sept. 22 at 6 p.m.

AVP choir’s next event at
Georgia State will be for the Fall
Homecoming Concert at the Stu-
dent Center Ballroom at 7:00. If
any students are interested in join-
ing the choir they are encouraged
to attend a rehearsal at the Big
Bethel A.M.E. on Mondays at 6
p.m. or by going to OAASSP’s of-
fice and fill out an interest survey.

The First Annual Youth Gos-
pel Entertainment Awards oc-
cur on Sept. 29 at 7 p.m. at the
Hopewell Baptist Church in Nor-
cross, GA. Online voting for the
awards ends Sept. 21 at 6:00 p.m.
Students may log on www.ygea.
net to vote.

The Vineyard Praise Choir
plans to release their first CD
titled “Ten Days” at the College
Park event. Students can pur-
chase a CD for $10 from any AVP
choir members

"Consumanls ar ot wha the commteewo
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ogy fee committee, including print
credits, were cut by 50 percent,
said Amador.

For FY 2006, print credits
were not available because they
did not get funded. Mary Jane
Casto, Director of Planning and
Strategic Initiatives for IS&T and
Deputy CIO, said that some com-
mittee members felt that money
allocated to the print credit was
not being used efficiently, but was
instead being allocated to pay for
paper.

“Consumables are not what
the committee would have pre-
ferred seeing the money spent on,”
she said.

However, Dominique Huff,
former executive vice president,
did not think so. “Yes it is a ser-
vice,” he said. “It is something an
average student can benefit from.”

Huff, who was appointed an
SGA student representative for the

student technology fee subcom-
mittee for FY 2007,
the SGA senate as well as Amador
of the UETS lab to create a pro-
posal that would make print credits

worked with

a permanent fixture at the univer-
sity.

“They were going to renege
on their deal because the Board of
Regents didn’t fully fund the tech-
nology fee. We said, ‘that’s not our
fault,”” Huff stated.

Huff wanted to make sure that
students had some benefit since the
university had requested a second
increase of the student technology
fee. “If the tech fee committee
wanted an increase, we were going
to put on the table that we wanted
print credits,” said Huff,

According to Johnson, the
print credit proposal presented by
the SGA still could not be fully
funded.

SGA requested that a print
credit in the amount of $7.50 be
reinstated during FY 2007. This
amount was contingent on an in-
crease of the technology fee from

o reented e

$75 to $100.

The Board of Regents did not
approve it, and instead approved
only a 40 percent increase of the
tech fee, from $75 to $85 dollars.
This $10 fee increase was enough
to allocate a budget of 186,074 for
printing credits for that fiscal year.
As a result, the print credit fee per
student was dropped from the re-
quested $7.50 to $3.00.

Thanks to the reserved print
budget approved for FY 2008,
the print credit will remain $3 for
2007-2008 and future school years.
Casto did note that because the
budget rose to more than $210,000
from the pervious fiscal year, more
students can take advantage of the
service.

Despite the success of the
proposal, Amador believes that
student representatives chosen to
serve on the student technology
fee committee should be adamant
about participating. “I would hope
that students be diligent in the pro-
cess,” he said. “What really hurt
that proposal was a lack of votes

te mones spenton,

from SGA and student representa-
tives of the different colleges.”
Both he and Casto, who served
as consultants to the committee,
noticed that while all of the faculty
members were presented, many
student representatives were not.
Amador says that the commit-
tee gets a lot of proposals every
year, and if representatives of the
student body want to make sure

_the needs of their constituents are

served, they must show up and be
active.

Huff agrees. “You have to fight
for the policy,” he said. “Noth-
ing can be accomplished without
fighting for it.”

Huff is proud of the work he
did with SGA to make sure stu-
dents would be guaranteed a print
credit. “Every time | see someone
print anything and say, ‘oh, I got
money to print,” I just pat myself
on the back,” he said. “I always
think SGA should leave a lasting
mark on the campus.”

“AnA
mAmaf
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Continued from page 1

After the EC endorsed the policy,
they polled the faculty for com-
ments and votes on the plus/mi-
nus grading scale. Although there
were some objections, the major-
ity of the faculty voted to adopt
the recommended policy.

But some faculty members
are opposed to the new grading
policy. So, the decision of wheth-
er to apply the plus/minus scale is
left at the instructor’s discretion.

“I’ve noticed that the big-
gest problem with the plus/minus
system is the C-,” says Dr. Mer-
rill Morris, Journalism professor.
“And students have to make at
least a C in this class to pass. So
in the fall, the faculty for Journal-
ism 3070 decided not to use it.”

Yet many instructors were
eager to use the plus/minus scale.
Most professors say that the grad-
ing system allows them to have
more options in evaluating indi-
vidual work and helps them to dis-
tinguish among A and A- students
and so forth. “I do like to use the
grading system in my writing and
desktop publishing classes,” says
Morris. “It gives me more flex-
ibility in grading. But, there are
still a few bugs we need to work
out.”

Morris also says she under-
stands the frustration and confu-
sion- that the students are facing
with the new grading system.

“I understand how [the stu-
dents] feel. It’s hard to spring it
on people when they’re not used
to it. The problem is that [the
University] didn’t think of some
of the issues when they came up
with the new grading plan.”

As the faculty at GSU are
finding it hard to balance academ-
ic freedom with grading consis-
tency, complaints from students
who are graded under the plus/
minus system continue to rise.

“It sort of takes away the ac-
complishment you feel with an A
or a B by adding the minus after
it,” says Callie Wilson a senior
majoring in Journalism. “It’s
easy to feel defeated when you
see your grades posted and there’s
a minus on the end of it.”



NEWS

SIGNAL |

Tuesday, September 25, 2007 | 7

Wednesday, October 1
Student Center Ballroom
10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

..—.

For more information contact
Misty Holm at:

(404) 413-2529

FEATURING
Crossing Paths —
Crossing Cultures

The annual juried photography
exhibition by GSU Study Abroad
and International Students

For an application and to view

last year's exhibit, please visit our
website at www.gsu.edu/~wwwoia/
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Two million dollars

mismanaged at North

arina AT State

Erskine Bowles, left, introduces Stanley Battle at his appointment as
chancellor of North Carolina A&T State University in December. Bowles

heads the state university system.

By KAI BEASLEY
GUEST WRITER

The new school year at North
Carolina A&T State University in
Greensboro began with the revelation
that a state audit has uncovered close
to $2 million in mismanaged funds.

The audit documents instances of
fraud and mismanaged federal grants
and other funds, including $380,000
in vending receipts that were di-
verted to a spending account for for-
mer chancellor James Renick, who
stepped down last year and is now a
senior vice president at the American
Council on Education in Washington.

“It’s really sad,” said Arnita
Floyd Moody, a recent North Carolina
A&T graduate and 2006-07 student

government president. “That money
should have been used to give the
support that our students need.”

Chancellor Stanley Battle, who
only recently took over as chancellor
at A&T, warned against sensational-
izing the report.

“It sells papers,” said the new
chancellor. “A lot of people say
there’s a cloud over A&T. There’s no
cloud over this campus. These stu-
dents didn’t do anything wrong; 99
percent of the faculty didn’t do any-
thing wrong.”

According to University of North
Carolina system policy, the vending
money was supposed to be set aside

SEE ATLANTA PAGE 11

By SHAUNTEL LOWE
GUEST WRITER

Two 17-year-old Delaware
State University students were
struck by gunfire on campus after
shots were fired among a group of
students.

At a news conference around 1
p.m. local time on Sept. 21, James
Overton, the university police
chief, said there were two “persons
of interest” in the shooting, one
still at large. The other was in cus-
tody and being interviewed. Both
are students.

One of the victims, a woman,
was shot twice and was in serious
condition at a local hospital. The
other victim, a man, was shot once
and was in stable condition. Both
students are from the Washington
area.
The historically black campus
in Dover, Del., was on lockdown
and classes were canceled for the
day as the investigation contin-
ued. Delaware State University
police were heading the investiga-
tion, with Delaware State police,
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives, the state
Attorney General’s Office and the
U.S. Marshal’s Office assisting.

The university announced
Sept. 22 that it would go back to
its regular operations on Monday,
Sept. 24, fully resuming its class
schedule.

University spokesman Carlos
Holmes said these measures were
taken for the security of staff and
students, since the shooter had not
been found.

“As long as he’s at large, we
cannot ensure the security of any-
one on campus,” he said. “We
would hope that he’s gone by now
because of all the police we have
on campus. Given the lessons of
the tragedy this year” at Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State Uni-
versity, “we cannot assume that.”

Overton said that between
midnight and 1 a.m., eight to 10
students left the University Village
Cafe and dispersed to the pedes-
trian mall between Grossley Hall
and Memorial Hall. An individual
produced a gun among a group of
students and four to six shots were
fired, injuring the two victims.

Overton said the university

Editor:
SDominique Huff
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A Dover, Del., police motorcycle unit talks with Delaware
State University campus security personnel.

police department was contacted
at 12:54 a.m. Ambulances and uni-
versity police were dispatched to
the scene where the two victims
were found and then transported to
local hospitals.

Holmes said all residence hall
managers were immediately noti-
fied that there had been a shooting
incident and were instructed not
to allow students to leave the dor-
mitories. According to the school
Web site, there are seven campus
residential halls — four for women
and three for men — and 1,500 on-

SEE ATLANTA PAGE 10

“Read a Book” video not intended to make people feel good, artist says

Special | Signal

D-Mite’s “Read a Book” video has created a firestorm of
controversy with the images and messages displayed.

By ASHLEY WASHINGTON
GUEST WRITER

“Read a book,” “take a
bath” and “buy some land” are
among the messages in a viral
video phenomenon that has
many people on edge since its
airing on YouTube and Black
Entertainment Television.

Hip-hop artist and poet Bo-
mani “D-Mite” Armah’s “Read
a Book™ has generated varying
opinions about the explicit way
the messages are delivered.
Some call the video vulgar.

The Washington, D.C.,
native uses attention-grab-
bing beats by converging
Beethoven’s Symphony No.

5 with gatchy lyrics typically

associated with crunk music,
popularized by artists such as
Lil’ Jon and Three Six Mafia.

The Washington City Paper
says the video has been viewed
more than 650,000 times on
YouTube.

Denys Cowan, senior vice
president of animation for BET,
told the Los Angeles Times that
he was *a little surprised” that
the video has elicited such a
strong reaction. “We were doing
it from the point of this being
a fun, profound song,” he said.
“We didn’t know it would take
on this life.”

Although Tennessee State
University students say they
have mixed feelings about the

song and its BET-animated
video, Armah said the song’s
purpose outweighs any negative
response.

“As an artist, it is not my
job to make people feel good,
it’s only my job to make people
feel,” Armah said. “I love that
everyone has dramatic feelings
about the song, no matter if they
love it or hate it.”

Brandie Ricks, a junior
health science major from
Cincinnati, said that although
she can relate to the song’s mes-
sage, its use of profanity and
repeat of the “n-word” numer-
ous times obscures the message

SEE ATLANTA PAGE 10
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Blrth Control prices increase reported at many universities

By SHAUNTEL LOWE
GUEST WRITER

College students are begin-
ning to feel the financial pinch
from a 2005 bill that led to high-
er prices for birth control pills at
universities, and college admin-

- istrators, physicians and parents
are worried that the cost will
deter students from using them,
leading to more unintended preg-
nancies and students dropping
out of school.

According to the Ameri-
can College Health Association,
39 percent of all undergraduate
women use oral contraceptives,
totaling about 3 million women
in the country.

Drug manufacturers had
been supplying university health
centers across the country with
nominally priced birth control
pills.

However, in 2005, the Defi-
cit Reduction Act, which went
into effect last January, changed
the way drug manufacturers cal-
culate the Medicaid rebates they
owe the government for medica-
tions sold each quarter, making it
less financially beneficial to com-
panies to offer the birth control at
such low prices to universities.

‘Some schools have seen

birth control packs that had cost
students $7 as recently as last
school year jump to $40-$50 per
pack this fall. The sudden jump
now at many schools has been

because the universities are run-
ning out of the back supply of the
pills they had purchased at the
nominal prices prior to January.

The case has been different
at Spelman College in Atlanta,
which saw prices jump in 2006,
said Brenda Dalton, director of
Spelman’s Student Health Cen-
ter.

Dalton said birth control used

to cost “pennies on the dollar.”
Students were given birth control
pills for free and charged $5 to
replace .lost packs (each pack is
one month’s supply). They were
given full access to the health
center’s services for the price
of-the Student Health Insurance
Plan, $137 per semester. In order
to receive the free pills, however,
students were required to get an
annual exam to test for sexually
transmitted diseases and cervical
cancer.

But Dalton said that in early
2006 when she went to order
more pills for the health center,
she was surprised by the higher

prices. Once the back supply of

pills ran out, the center started
charging students $15 for gener-
ic brand birth control and $35 for
name brand.

Replacement packs are no
longer given out by the college
for $5. Dalton said the school
has contracted with local phar-
macies, particularly a CVS near
campus, where students can
have their prescriptions from the
health center filled.

Dalton said the move to out-
side contracting was necessary
because the new pricing for the
pills would have exceeded half
of the college’s operating bud-
get if given out for free. She said
though the price change hit the
center hard at first, the college
has “moved on.”

“I don’t ever want to go back
to giving things free. When you

give people things, they don’t
appreciate it. Sometimes there is
misuse and abuse.l don’t think
there’s value in giving every-
thing away,” she said.

Dalton said she understood
that the new pricing for the pills
may be difficult for some stu-
dents.

“Is it a palatable situation to
all students? I'm sure it’s not. By

Special | Signal

The Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 led to higher prices for contraceptives.

and large, when they look at all
the other services, for nominal
prices, they don’t mind paying
$15 for a pack, particularly when
their Paps are covered,” speaking
of Pap smears. “That’s covered at
100 percent. You really can’t get
any better than that,” she said.

Many students might be con-
cerned about the health effects of
switching from more expensive
name brand birth control pills to
generic brands, or switching to
other methods of contraception
in order to save money.

Vanessa Cullins, vice presi-
dent for medical affairs for

Special | Signal
Colleges and universities have passed off expenses to students seeking to purchase birth
control on campus.

Planned Parenthood, said it was
important for students to time the
switch to make sure they have
the new contraception available
as soon as they run out of the old
type.

“You don’t want a time pe-
riod in between when you’re un-
protected,” she said.

Cullins, a Spelman alumna,
said breakthrough bleeding may

occur when individuals switch
between different types of hor-
monal contraceptives, such as
from progestin only pills to com-
bination pills with estrogen and
progestin.

She said the most impor-
tant thing for students, no matter
what type of contraception they
use, is to be protected to prevent
unintended pregnancy.

“In most situations, when
you’re an undergrad, for most
people that’s not the time to start
a family or even add to the fam-
ily because the focus in terms of
both undergrad and grad tends
to be an intense focus in getting
through the coursework in order
to get to the career stage so that
you're able to nurture relation-
ships with the co-parent and with
the children,” she said.

Cullins said there is a “his-
torical trap” of looking at family
planning only in terms of popu-
lating and population control, but
that is not the real issue.

“The issue for family plan-
ning is giving that woman, that
couple, the opportunity to plan
and space their children in the
way they want to and plan and
space their children so they are
able to nurture themselves and
nurture those kids,” she said.

Mary Hoban, director of the
American College Health Asso-
ciation National College Health
Assessment Program Office, said
she hopes legislators will amend
the Deficit Reduction Act so that
there is not such a *huge finan-
cial disincentive” for drug com-
panies to give university health
centers the discounts that enabled
them to sell birth control pills for
“wicked cheap.”

She said the higher cost of
birth control pills affects more
than just women. At many uni-
versities, the revenue generated

from sales of the pill has been
used to support other services at
the health centers, like counsel-
ing and women’s services, that
even those who do not use con-
traception may need. The lost
revenue due to the higher cost of
the pills may cause other services
to be cut back, she said.

Hoban said men and women
in sexual relationships should
discuss how contraception will
be paid for.

“That’s.an issue that men and
women need to work on together.
Women can’t get pregnant with-
out men. This is not a women’s
issue,” she said.

Cullins said all women
should find out where they can
get affordable contraception,
whether at the university health
center or the local health depart-
ment. She added that birth con-
trol pills are not designed to pro-
tect against sexually transmitted
diseases, so women should pro-
tect themselves against disease
in sexual situations.

“Those situations tend to be
new situations, situations that
might not be committed rela-
tionships yet. Even if you're in a
relationship, there is no guaran-
tee,” she said.

Dalton said they key is for
students to be prepared.

“We teach students, as a
Spelman woman, they need to
be knowledgeable, they need to
be ready. Don’t depend on your
partner to come up with your
protection. We just teach them:
be prepared.”

As for the fears of parents
about whether the higher cost of
birth control pills at Spelman has
deterred students from purchas-
ing them, Dalton said since the
prices went up the demand has
increased.
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UGA's NABJ chapter named

By CAROLYN CRIST
UEST WRITER

I'he University of Georgia’s
ady College chapter of the Na-

tional Association of Black Jour-
nalists (NABJ) was named Stu-
dent Chapter of the Year during
NABJ National Convention
held in Las Vegas last month. The
honor was shared with the Uni-
versity of North Carolina’s NABJ
student chapter. 4

Grady Collgge of Journal-
ism and Mass Communication
students Geneva Greene, former
chapter president; Mandi Wood-
ruff, current president; and Ta-
nara Best, vice president, attend-
ed the four-day event which drew
more than 2,000 journalists.

Guest speakers for the con-
vention ranged from Hillary Clin-
ton and Barack Obama to Steve
and Alfe Woodard, as
well as the nation’s premier Afri-
can-American journalists.

the

Harvey

Workshops were offered each ‘

day for both the professionals and
A career fair
that spanned an entire ballroom

student journalists.

hosted recruiters from media out-
lets such as the New York Times,
Washington Post, CNN, NBC and
Publications. Columbia
University and Penn State Uni-
versity were among the universi-
ties 1o represent graduate schools
of journalism.

“The convention ‘was an eye

Hearst

student chapter of the year

opener for me,” said Woodruff,
a sophomore magazines and
Spanish major. “I was also over-
whelmed and pleased by the pro-
fessional journalists’ willingness
to help us.”

During the annual Hall of
Fame banquet, the Grady Col-
lege chapter and the University
of North Carolina’s chapter were
each named NABJ Student Chap-
ters of the Year. Geneva Greene,
a senior public relations and soci-
ology major, gave the acceptance

Special | Signal
The NABJ chapter at UGA is recoomzed for their hard work
and efforts in the journalism field.

speech for the UGA chapter.

The award follows the UGA
chapter’s success in mentoring
high school students from Ath-
ens’ Cedar Shoals High School.
The chapter also held programs
featuring the history and future of
African Americans in the field of
journalism and dedicated hours to
becoming a well-known organi-
zation on campus.

“My favorite program last
year was Soldiers without Swords,
a historical chronicle of African-

American journalism since Fred-
erick Douglass,” Woodruff said.
“In a world where we’re wrapped
up in where we're going, it’s
humbling to be reminded where
you're coming from.” -
Chapter president Woodruff
said that in the 07-08 academic
year, NABJ will continue to pro-
mote the growth and success of
aspiring African-American jour-
nalists while raising awareness
about the issues concerning mi-
nority populations in the media.
She said she wants to better
prepare the chapter’s members for
the world after college through a
career fair, recruiters and net-
working. \

“It’s about outreach and get-

ting students across majors and
even non-majors to network,” said
Sharon Shannon, Grady College
academic adviser and the NABJ
chapter’s new adviser. “Students
should be able to showcase their
work, get involved with the fac-
ulty and not be afraid to ask the
best way to present their clips.”
Prior to Shannon, the NABJ
faculty adviser was Dwight
Brooks, former associate pro-
fessor of telecommunications at
Grady College. Brooks left Grady
in June 2007 to serve as a profes-
sor and chair of the Department of
Mass Communication at Jackson
State University in Mississippi.

“As long as he’s at large, we cannot ensure
the security of anyone on campus.”

Continued from page 8

campus residents

Non-essential administrators
were told not to come to campus.
Only public safety and central ad-
ministrators were told to come to
work.

Holmes said that at 2:40 a.m.,
a “timely warning notification” was
posted on the campus Web site, in
all of the residence halls, and in off-
campus apartment complexes. The
university also put an announce-
ment on its emergency line, the
Delaware State University “snow
line,” which is typically used for
notices about weather emergencies.
Holmes said anyone who picks up
a land line on campus will first hear
the announcement.

Holmes said university Presi-
dent Allen L. Sessoms made the
decision to cancel classes just after
5 a.m.

“We had to be very concerned
with the safety of the entire campus
community,” Holmes said.

The Delaware State violence
conjured up memories of the tragic
shooting at Virginia Tech in April,
in which 32 students and the shoot-

Shauntel Lowe | Signal

Students were turned away from Delaware State due to violence that erupted as one gunman

remained loose in the area.

er were killed and administrators
were criticized for not notifying the
students and staff quickly enough.
“The biggest lesson learned from
the whole situation at Virginia Tech
was ‘don’t wait.” Once you have an
incident, start notifying the com-
munity,” Holmes said.

Students at the university
spoke out all day about what the
shooting meant for the campus.

Chris Stevens, a 2007 DSU
graduate, said he wanted people to
know that this type of violence is
not typical for the university.

“This is not par for the course

at DSU. This is not a thug-oriented
campus. As the cliche goes, ‘thugs
don’t go to college.” This probably
has more to do with the lack of se-
curity at HBCUs,” he said.

Stevens, a Wilmington, Del.,
native, called the security style of
HBCUs “unique.” “There will be
events with 100 percent ID check
and people will flash anything from
a social security card to a bank
statement from a distance and who-
ever is at the gate will wave them
through,” he said.

Stevens said it seemed that
student safety was not the top pri-

ority of Delaware State police. “It
seems like security at Delaware
State was more concerned about
giving people parking tickets than
about the safety of students and
staff,” he said. ’

As for the Sept. 21 shooting,
which has shocked the university
community, Holmes said the uni-
versity was doing everything it
could to protect students and find
the shooter. “We have work to do.
We can’t really dwell on how trou-
bled we are by this situation,” he
said.

- - ——————— e

“I love that
everyone has
dramatic
feelings about
the song, no
matter if they
love it or hate

lt »

Continued from page 8

for some.

“The concept of the video
makes sense because it is true,
but the content of the song is
unnecessary,” said Ricks. “He
didn’t have to use that video or
use those words to get his point
across.”

Junior Tiffany Currie, a
business marketing major from
Detroit, also criticized Armah’s -
method.

“I disagree with the way
he brought the message to the
community,” Currie said. “Per-
sonally, I would have read it if it
was still a poem.”

However, not all students
found the song distasteful.

“It’s funny to me (because)
I think it’s crazy,” said Kevin
Howard, a freshman architec-
tural engineering major from
Chattanooga, Tenn. “The kids
today like videos with the
booty-shaking.

“The creators of that video
simply took that concept and
added a twist.” Howard contin-
ued. “They took the things we
like and added an educational
song to it.”

Armah said he feels that the
use of profanity in the song isn’t
negative because he isn’t using
the words to disparage.

“As far as the language,
there are no such things as bad
words, only bad intentions,”
he said. “For example, the
word ‘love’ is not positive or
negative; it all depends on the
context. If you say ‘I love to kill
people,’ that would be pmfan-
ity.”

With all the controversy
surrounding his innovation,
Armah said he will continue to
keep his creative juices flow-
ing. Armah’s new album, “Ear
Banger,” is available online and
the poet says he has no plans to
stop what he’s doing.

“I haven’t gone platinum
yet, but I got people listen-
ing. At the very least, | wanted
people to be aware of someone
doing something different with
hip-hop music,” Armah said.
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“The amount of
money that was
misused was not
much compared
to the overall
budget.”

Continued from page 8

for scholarships, student financial aid,
reconciliation of campus debt and
student activities. Instead, accord-
ing to the audit, the money was spent
on alumni events, travel by Renick’s
wife, commissions for artwork, and
even a $150,000 annuity for an un-
named faculty member.

The report also found that a
program manager who administered
the HBCU Future Engineering Fac-
ulty Fellowship Program, a program
funded by the U.S. Office of Naval
Research, was to blame for “several
improper business practices and ex-
penditures” during the 2005-06 fis-
cal year. The expenditures included
stipends in excess of $66,000 paid to
the program manager’s husband after
he became a participant in the pro-
gram. The program manager was not
named.

The. Future Engineering Faculty
Fellowship Program is designed to in-
crease and influence the numbers of
students working toward their Ph.D.s
who might be interested in teaching in
engineering programs at historically
black colleges.

The report’s other findings
included the misappropriation of
$87,000 in university funds during
May 2004 by the former vice chan-
cellor for information and telecom-
munications, who also was unnamed
in the report, and the mismanagement
of federal grant funds.

Vic Hackley, who served as in-
terim chancellor after Renick’s depar-
ture, uncovered the financial irregu-
larities last year and re[Jueded the
help of UNC System President Ers-
kine Bowles. It was then that a state
audit was conducted.

The report was forwarded to the
FBI, federal prosecutors, the state Bu-
reau of Investigation and the Guilford
County District Attorney’s office.
Copies also went to Gov. Mike Ea-
sley and the state attorney general’s
office.

All of the employees who were
involved in the scandal have been re-
moved from their positions, and some
face criminal charges.

The report’s findings could cause
the school to lose power over its own
budget if UNC system leaders aren’t
satisfied with the progress being made
under the new administration.

But for some, the problem is big-
ger than the apparent fiscal impropri-
eties.

“I love A&T, and I love the peo-
ple. But this really points to the fact
that some people didn’t focus on the
mission to help out African American
students,” said Moody.

For other students, the report’s
findings were blown far out of pro-
portion.

“It’s not surprising that some
of the things were overblown,” said
Brandon Bellamy, a senior liberal
studies major at A&T and a former

- SGA treasurer. “The amount of mon-

ey that was misused was not much
compared to the overall budget.” For
fiscal 2006 the school listed its total
revenues at more than $220.4 million,
against operating expenses of $204.6
million.

Bellamy said that the key to pre-
venting things like this from happen-
ing is “better financial oversight.”

Battle arrived July 1 from Cop-
pin State University in Baltimore.

“Since 1 got here, this is all I've
been dealing with. I've been dealing

with both sides,” he said, “I’ve got
to deal with state auditors, and when
you make a mistake, the door is wide
open, you can’t slam the door. It’s got
to be addressed. It’s got to be cleaned
up.”

The new . chancellor told the
A&T Register, the school’s campus
newspaper, that although there were
“major missteps,” the responsibility
should not fall on the shoulders of the
school as a whole. He said that A&T
has had a reputation of employing
good people and that trend will con-

tinue.
Bowles brought in Battle in hopes
that he would restore the school’s in-
tegrity.
“I don’t like to talk about what
my plans are,” Battle told the Regis-
r. “I can talk about some things we
need to do, but I can’t do them by
myself. I can tell you that A&T will
be student-focused. We are going to
set good standards and we’
to be backing it up by supporting stu-
dents.”
Battle

re going

stressed that he was

pleased with the progress that had
been made and that he didn’t want the
actions of a few to affect the school’s
reputation.

“You're talking about mistakes

that were made, or missteps, but it’s
a few people. You can’t use that as a
generaliDation against the entire uni
versity,” he said.

For Moody, the concern is the

effect that the scandal will have on
the school’s ability to educate its stu-
dents.
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Give us a break,
we are in college

By AMANDA DABBAS

adabbas| @student.gsu.edu

New governmentdatashows
the cost of college is increasing
out of reach for more American
families. The government must
be slow learners because this is
not new information for college
students.

The Washington Report
shows that the average tuition
an undergraduate attend-
ing a public four year college
or university increased almost
40 percent in the last six years,
which is about $1,431.

The average student will
pay about 25 percent of 'median
household income to a public
college and 57 percent at a pri-
vate college. Why send them to
college when we could buy them
a house for the same price?

Students are greatly impact-
ed by the increasing costs of tu-
ition. Kim Tran, a junior, lost
the HOPE scholarship and was
shocked by how much she had
to pay for tuition. “There was
no other choice but to pull out a
loan. Now, I have to work even
harder to get HOPE back.”

The HOPE scholarship is
very helpful, but with its strict
rules, it can be lost very easily.
Kim had a 2.99 GPA when she
lost the scholarship. But even if
a student still has their HOPE
scholarship, the rising cost of
tuition still has an affect. “I
noticed that I get less for book
money,” said Saba Soneji, a ju-
nior. Students with the HOPE
scholarship should receive $150

for

for books, but some students
only recieved $12.
When students receive

loans or assistance, somehow
things get screwed up. Kather-
ine Brawner, a senior, had her
HOPE scholarship taken away
for a full academic year because
they had the wrong numbers. In
her situation, the HOPE data-
base and Georgia State database
did not have the same informa-

SEE INCREASE PAGE 14
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ROTC: The lives of cadets at

Justin Stephens | Signal

ROTC at Georgia State prepares students to be officers once they graduate.

By JASON RAY
jray15@student.gsu.edu

The Reserve Officers’ Train-
ing Corps program at Georgia
State doesn’t get much atten-
tion. It has been active since
1951, but a lot of students don’t
know the functions and purpose
of the ROTC.

There are many misconcep-
tions about the ROTC. Some
students believe participating
in the ROTC means having to
go into active duty after gradu-
ation. Some students believe the
ROTC is nothing more than a
campus-based boot camp - that
cadets do nothing but get yelled
at and do push-ups. Some may
even believe that participating
in the ROTC program is indica-
tive of one’s political beliefs,
especially concerning the cur-
rent situation in Iraq. None of
those beliefs are true.

“The idea of ROTC is
to prepare men and women to
be officers in the military once
they graduate,” said Capt. Irving
Fannell. Capt. Fannell came
to Georgia State in 2006 and
holds a Masters degree in Spe-
cial Education. He explained
that the point of the ROTC is to
build leadership skills. He also
explained what happens when

a cadet graduates. “Once they
graduate with a four-year de-
gree, they commission into the
Army as a second lieutenant.”

But don’t think the second
a cadet graduates, they’ll be
on the front lines in Fallujah.
“Once cadets graduate, they
have an eight-year commitment
to the Army. In their senior year,
they can decide between three
choices: active duty, the re-
serves, or the National Guard.”
About two-thirds of the cadets
choose active duty.

“We’re not recruiters,” says
Capt. Fannell. “I'm the person
students have to go through be-
fore they enter the program, but
we're here to train and provide
leadership skills.” He said that
while the instructors teach the
classes, it’s actually the junior
and senior cadets who conduct
much of the training. “It’s the
seniors who run physical train-
ing” said Major Brenden Burke.
He said this gives cadets leader-
ship experience.

“We're involved in a lot
of community service activi-
tie§,” Captain Fannell said. He
said they participate in various
walks such as walks to cure
breast cancer and the upcom-
ing Kaiser-Permanente Walk.
“We sometimes get called by
the Hawks, different local high

schools for homecoming and
we do a lot of fundraisers,” said
Fannell.

Major Burke says cadets
have to be serious and commit-
ted to the program because there
is a very good chance they will
not make it from their freshmen
year to their senior year. “The
likelihood of a freshmen cadet
staying in the program until
they graduate is around 25 per-
cent, and we always have a few
surprises,” Burke said. “There
are some cadets we figure won’t
finish the program, but they do,
and some we think will, but
don’t.”

Major Burke, who holds
an MBA and a Masters in Op-
erational Art and Science, also
came to Georgia State in June
2006 from Korea. He says that
while the program is far from
easy, it’s not an insurmountable
task either. “We want students
who want to be here. We want
students who have the aptitude
and can pass the requirements.”

He says it’s possible for
freshmen and sophomore stu-
dents to take a Military Sci-
ence course, just to try them
out. However, if students wish
to join, they must do so in their
first two years. Students can

SEE ROTC PAGE 14
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Muslim students go 30
days without eating or
rinking from sunrise
fo sunset

By LAILA MOUSA

Imousa | @student.gsu.edu

No eating or drinking from
sunrise to sunset? During the
month of Ramadan, Muslims
abstain from eating, drinking
and other physical needs during
the daylight hours. Every reli-
gion has some form of fasting;
Catholics have Lent, and some
Jews fast on Yom Kippur.

Thousands of- Muslims
around the world fast during Ra-
madan, which takes place dur-
ing the ninth month of the Islam
calendar, when the Qur’an was
first revealed. Muslims wake
up at dawn to pray and to eat
something before the sun comes
up. They break their fast at the
fourth prayer of the day when
the sun sets.

Fasting doesn’t only mean
abstaining from food and drink.
Zein Baghdadi, a GSU junior,
said, “Ramadan is a time where
I can relieve myself of the de-
sires of the flesh, whatever they
may be.” This means abstaining
from using foul language, back-
biting, and violence.

Ramadan teaches Muslims
self-discipline, patience and
unity.

Aisha Sajid, a GSU senior,
said, “Ramadan means putting
our differences aside, uniting
as a community, fasting for the
sake of God, and breaking that
fast with the people you love.”

Kiran Masood, a GSU se-
nior, said Ramadan is a time
where she can put all her fo-
cus into doing good. “Rama-
dan means to me rising above
pain, promoting harmony and
strengthening my relationship
with God,” she said.

Muslim students are asked
questions by Non-Muslims
about why they fast, and how
they fast.” Some people come
up to me and ask me if I don’t eat
anything for the whole 30 days
of Ramadan,” Hina Chaudry, a
GSU junior said. “I obviously

SEE RAMADAN PAGE 14
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JFGA helps strengthen
the Jewish communities
of Atlanta

By CARYN SUHR
csuhrl @student.gsu.edu

The Community Campaign
2008 is a communal effort
raised by the Jewish Federation
of Greater Atlanta as a means to
bring together the Jewish fami-
lies of Atlanta. This Annual
fundraising effort “cares for the
vulnerable, rescues the imper-
iled, and strengthens the Jew-
ish community,” raising money
to support JFGA’s 20 local and
also international affiliates.

The JFGA’s motto is to
“Live Generously” and those
individuals who participate in
the fundraising events that the
federation offers are truly great
philanthropists as the JFGA
aims to support humanitarian
and social agencies in the Unit-
ed States, in Israel and all over
the world. The JFGA brings
together and binds the Jewish
community of Atlanta and con-
nects it to Jewish communities
across the continents.

The campaign chair, Iris
Feinber, and co-chair, Gerry
Benjamin, helped raise eighteen
million dollars last year and this
year’s goal is to surpass that.
This money goes to repairing
Jewish communities all over
the world. Another effort be-
ing made to assist the Jewish
communities are five different
“outcomes,” or result oriented
initiatives that not only assist

Jewish communities in the At-
lanta area, but also Jewish com-
munities located overseas.

These “outcomes” focus on
the needs of the Jewish com-
munities and include providing
transportation and assistance
for Jewish families who are
currently caring for elderly or
special needs relatives. They
also focus on engaging Jew-
ish families and helping them
become involved in Atlanta’s
Jewish community and building
a community of Jewish youth,
teens, and elderly who live in
the former Soviet Union city of
Minsk, Belarus.

Additional focus is put
on family education and other
forms of helping the Jewish
youth community become more
confident in their own identity.
The last of the five outcomes is
finding self-sufficiency for Ethi-
opian-Israeli families through
education and employment.
This is a somewhat confusing
list of programs but it all has a
common goal- to unite Jgwish
communities all over the world.

The goal of the Atlanta cam-
paign has begun with a one mil-
lion dollar fundraising initiative;
previous donors are expected to
raise their previous donation by
one thousand dollars. Of course
this may seem like a lofty do-
nation, but Feinberg hopes that
these donations will “help intro-
duce many Jewish Atlantans to
the joys of philanthropy.”

The JFGA not only has a
great number of financial dona-
tions, but also has many dona-
tions in the form of volunteer
work. One of the mottos for the
volunteer section of JFGA is a
quote from Ruth Smeltzer: “You
have not lived a perfect day un-
less you have done something
for someone who will never be
able to repay you.” The JFGA
strives to do just that. They are
involved in Hunger Walk/Run,
they have reading coaches with
the Atlanta Jewish Coalition for
Literacy, and they are the people
of the Atlanta community who
strive and make jt their goal to
improve the lives of the Jewish
community here in Atlanta and
across the sea. ‘

If you are a Jewish stu-
dent at GSU, now is the best
time to become involved in the
JEGA. 1t offers great volunteer
programs and will also help
you retain your identity, which
can be difficult for any college
student in this multicultural
world. The Community Cam-
paign 2008 has recently begun
and it offers a variety of outlets
in which the Jewish community
can be assisted.

To contact the JFGA visit
their website at ShalomAtlanta.
org or call at (404) 873-1661.

Special | Signal

JFGA works together to connect all Jewish communities across the world.

Project Dance takes over

By ALEXIS JONES

ajones88 @student.gsu.edu

This past weekend (Friday-
Sunday), Centennial Olympic
Park played host to the New
York-based Project Dance. The
purpose of the weekend was to
allow those interested in dance
a chance to express themselves
on the stage.

Saturday’s main events,
which were the dance routines,
were attended by all of the danc-
ers, their families, and passers-
by. Over 150 dancers were fea-
tured in the concert dancing in
groups, pairs, and dancing solo.

Project Dance was founded
in 1996 by Cheryl Cutlip, who
has been a Radio City Rockette
for the past 15 years. “I had
a vision to bring dance to its
proper place in the marketplace
and in the body of Christ,” she
said. Cutlip explained that she
wanted dance to be shown *“val-
id as work, worship, and wit-
ness.” This weekend was-the
first time the city of Atlanta had
hosted the event.

“There is a great need for
more support of the arts in At-
lanta,” Katherine Gant, Georgia
resident and Project Dance’s
event coordinator for the city,
said. “In New York [the sup-
port] is natural.”

Earlier this year, Project
Dance held events in both New
York City’s Time Square and
in Sydney, Australia. Cutlip
said they were planning to take
Project Dance to Hong Kong,
Toronto, and London in 2008
and to South Africa in 2009.

Special | Signal
Project Dance entertained and wowed audiences in Atlanta
with their various moves.

She said that traveling all over
the world gave the dancers the
“opportunity to travel and see
the world through the love of
dance.” When asked about her
experience in Sydney, Cutlip
said it was “unbelievable.”

The event started with an
“inspirational
was followed by dance classes,
an expo and the dance concert
on Saturday that ran from noon
until 7pm.

Praise in Motion, a local
dance company, was the first to
take the stage. One of the mem-
bers of the company, Suwanee
resident and elementary school
teacher Kate McGee who has
been dancing for 18 years, said,
“I’m excited to be here and it’s
nice to be a part of something
bigger.” Rhonda Oltjenbruns,
director of Praise in Motion,
said, “People don’t always lis-
ten to words anymore, so that’s
why dance can be so effective.”

Praise in Motion’s dance
routines were a part of their rep-
ertoire already, so they had been
practicing them since April.
Other groups, like Spirit Led
Movement, had only been prac-
ticing together since Wednes-
day, after member Marvella
Bowman arrived from New
York.

Spirit Led Movement is
another local dance company
from Atlanta. Bowman, who
has been dancing for 13 years,
explained her and her partner’s
routine as “liturgical, or a gath-
ering of a public work for God.”
She also said that meant their

message” and

SEE DANCE PAGE 16
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College cost continue
to rise

continued from page 12

tion about her GPA. She had to
petition to get her money back
and did not receive all of it. She
had to pull more loans, which
just added to her $50.000 stu-
dent loan debt.

“What else is there to do?
[ cannot find a job that pays
enough for tuition and still have
time to study,” she said “You
have to make a choice. let your
grades suffer or be in debt.”

Some students, like Antho-
ny Merida, pay for tuition but
still take out loans because their
heavy workload does not allow
time for a job. At Georgia State,
once you pay the tuition for 12
credit hours, you can takeé up
to eighteen credit hours with-
out paying extra. “I got to have
money in my pocket, since I do
not have time for a job.”

Congress realized that nei-
ther federal nor parental as-
sistance can keep up with the
soaring costs of tuition. Earlier
in the month, Congress passed
the College Cost and Access
Act, which will expand student
assistance by cutting about $20
million in subsidies to private
student loan providers.

Georgia State is not respon-

sible for the increase in tuition,
it comes from a higher power,
the Georgia Board of Regents.
Their answer for the increase of
tuition is a fixed four-year tu-
ition. The idea started last year
and allows students to pay the
same price every year for four
years. Under this aide, the cost
of fall 2007 tuition is $2742.00.

Kim Tran thinks that this is
a good idea, but is not fair for
students who entered Georgia
State before 2006. “Why not
give that option to all students?
[t isn’t fair for us to pay the in-
crease. Kim.also wants to know
why students are paying more,
“What are the increases for?
Why is it their decision?”” When
the One Stop Shop, who handles
tuition problems, was contacted
for more information, they were
prohibited from speaking to the
press.

Katherine Brawner is all for
the idea, but feels like there is a
catch. The catch with the fixed
rate is that if you take longer
than four years to receive your
degree, which is normal, stu-
dents must then pay the current
tuition cost that has increased
for the past four years.

What can students do about
the increase of tuition? “Get a
job to pay for that shit,” Antho-
ny recommends. “The HOPE
helps out a lot, it is an oppor-
tunity for free education, work
hard for it.”

Brawner can only get deep-
er into debt. “What can [ do? I
like the campus, the professors,
and the tuition is not too expen-
sive.”

Saba agrees with Brawner,
“If I cannot pay for the tuition
and don’t want to spend my
whole life paying off loans,
what is my other choice?. Not
go to school?”

If President Bush signs the
College Cost Access Act, the
legislation will then increase the
maximum Pell Grant award and
reduce interest rates for more
than five million student bor-
rowers and changes will take
effect on Monday, Oct. 1.

“I'm not worried, If
[ get deployed, I get
deployed”

continued from page 12

only join the ROTC if they have
four or more semesters left in
college. -y

The requirements are no
walk in the park. To be admitted
into the program, a student must
have a 2.5 GPA, pass a physical

Catholic Student Association

All are welcome to holy mass
470 University Center 12:15-12:50pm

EVERY
" Monday

Wednesday

Friday

Confessions before and after mass

£

Tuesday

Thursday

Campus Talkers

Have Speech 1500?
Scared of public speaking?
Building a business network?

Come join a distinguished
public speaking organization

Every Wedensday at 12:30 to 1:15 pm
Robinson College of Business (on Broad St.
between Bank of America and Alderhold)
4th Floor Savannah Room

examination, and pass a PT test.
Once admitted, cadets have PT
Monday, Wednesday, and Fri-
day from 6:30-7:30 a.m. They
have Military Science classes
on Tuesday which vary depend-
ing on the cadet’s academic
year, and lab sessions on Thurs-
days.

There are four primary in-
structors. During these lab ses-
sions, cadets learn essential
Army tactics such as how to
do reconnaissance patrols, how
to read maps, and how to use a
compass.

Some parents are reticent to
support their sons and daughters’
decision to join the ROTC. “The
majority of parents were recep-
tive to the idea of the ROTC,”
said Fannell, “and then there are
some parents who weren’t too
happy with their kids’ decision
to join.”

Major Burke tells us there
are some parents who are just
the opposite. “We have some
parents who try and push their
kids into the ROTC,” he said.
“But you can’t force them to
join. The student has to be com-
mitted and if theyre not serious,
they tend to weed themselves
out.”

Cadet Josh Wade, a psy-
chology major, has been in the
ROTC for a year and a half. He
says he's always wanted mili-
tary training and that the ROTC
was the ideal way for him to
get that training. He started his
undergraduate career at Geor-
gia Tech, and said that once he
graduates, he plans on going
into active duty. He is not hung
up on whether or not he’ll be
sent to Iraq. “I'm not worried. If
I get deployed, I get deployed.”

Senior Cadet Ricardo Ham-
er, an exercise science major,
spent time in Iraq prior to com-
ing to GSU. He is also the fa-
ther of two. Cadet Hamer says
he has always liked structure
and discipline,” which makes
the ROTC a perfect fit for him.
When asked about his feelings
on this country’s political be-
liefs concefning the war in Iraq,
he says he believes people are
only looking at a third of the
picture. “A lot of people don’t
have a full understanding of
why we’re over there,” he said.
“They’ve lost focus on what the
main reason is behind us being
in Iraq. We don’t want another
9/11, and we don’t want to fight
them here.”

" obriousya,
ontgo 30 das
wihout g

continued from page 12

eat; I don’t go 30 days without
eating.”

On Oct. 4, GSU is hold-
ing an event called Fast-a-Thon
where non-Muslim students at-
tempt to fast for a day. In the
evening, students will be able
to break their fast with various
foods from different Muslim
countries around the world.
Students will also be given the
opportunity to learn more about
Ramadan and why Muslims
fast.

Ending Ramadan, is the cel-
ebration of Eid ul-Fitr, a Muslim
holiday. Muslims wake up early
in the morning to attend prayer.
Families get together, friends
visit each other, and presents
are given.

“The best part about Eid is

eating food; all kinds, all day
long,” Masood said. To others,
the best part about Eid is all the
gifts. '
i loyegcxehﬁging pres-
ents with my family, and instead
of having a secret®Santa with
my friends, we have this thing
called an Eid Baba,” Chaudry
said.

The most important part
of Eid ul-Fitr, however, is not
the presents or the food. It’s the
feeling of accomplishment one
gets from fasting and giving
charity. It’s the feeling of unity.

Amirah Salim, a GSU
freshman, said, “Eid is a holiday
that unites not only families, but
thousands of people from dif-
ferent communities just to pray,
and unite as Muslims. It’s the
time of the year when there isn’t
division between Muslim from
Pakistan or Egypt, it’s simply
for the sake of our Faith that
enables us to celebrate with our
fellow Muslims.”

G
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By COREY GIVENS

cgivens3@student.gsu.edu

Over the past few weeks,
many stylish college students
have had their televisions tuned
to major entertainment award
shows trying to get a glimpse
of the hottest trends in fashion
for fall 2007. From the glitz and
glamour of the Emmy Awards
to the trendy and laidback fash-
ions worn at MTV’s Video Mu-
sic Awards, it is clear to see that
fall 2007 fashions for men are
all about color.

The buzz about men's fall
2007 fashion trends peaked in
early September with the kick-
off of Mercedes Benz Fashion
-Week in New York. Design-
ers including Perry Ellis, John
Varvatos, Custo Barcelona, and
Adam Lippes unveiled men’s
lines filled with a bright mix of
colors.

The Color Association,
which was established in 1915,
is America’s oldest trend fore-
casting group. Their “2007-
2008 Interiors/Environmental
Forecast™ is suggesting an earth-
inspired range of colors for men
in the new season. .

Rich browns, floral pinks
and reds, blues, and whites are
on the rise in men’s fashion. Ad-
ditionally, purples are also very
in this fall. If purple is not your
thing, try a natural earth tone or
a soft shade of blue.

Now that you have the

["COTorS down, 1r"s Al about the ™

The trends for men
this season

H 1213
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Affliction clothing line gives variety for men this fall.

look.

One of the biggest trends for
fall 2007 is the fitted jean. Men
on college campuses across
the country are stepping out of
baggy jeans and into fitted jeans
which compliment their silhou-
ettes. Sean John and Ameri-
can Eagle are both pushing the
skinny jean in their lines this
season. Another major trend for
fall 2007 is the plunging neck-
line. Necklines are going to ex-
tremes for men this season, dip-
ping lower for men, with wider
scoops and v-shapes. Make sure
you add this hot item to your
wardrobe.

Among the hottest labels for
fall 2007 is Affliction. Affliction
shirts have a variety of differ-
ent patterns and styles. The line
is full of dark colors and edgy
graphics (most of their shirts
have graphics of skulls, crosses,
and other gothic images). Af-
fliction has become a staple in
celebrity fashion. Usher, Jay-Z,
and Kanye West have all been
photographed wearing Afflic-
tion clothing.

This article has provided
you with a brief look at trends
in fashion for fall 2007. How-
ever, style is all about comfort
and individual personality.

The same thing can look
chic on one guy and disgusting
on another. Take your time and
make sure you find what com-
pliments your personality and
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“People don't aways listen to words any:
more, thats why dance can be so efective”

continued from page 13

style could be whatever they

wanted it to be, so long as it was ~

“to praise.”

Other styles featured in
Saturday’s concert. were bal-
let, modern, jazz, and hip-hop.
Like the styles, the classes of-
fered were varied, too.

Four classes in ballet, mod-
ern, tap, jazz, hip-hop, theatre,
acting, and worship were of-
fered on Sunday. Gant said the
event had about 20 different
teachers from all over the coun-
try and the world. “The classes
would try to give the dancers
things they don’t normally get
at home,” she added.

In addition to the classes of-
fered, an expo was held Friday
evening that featured around

We are

taking care
of ourselves

ten different vendors that were
already a part of Project Dance.

~ These companies gave informa-

tion and their email addresses
out to the dancers. The vendors
also offered opportunities for
the dancers to audition for their
companies at a later date.

The moods on Saturday
were general excitement, praise,
reverence, and even a moment
of somber remembrance.

A group of dancers from
Virginia Tech were on site to
perform their routine in jeans
and Virginia Tech t-shirts that
stated, ‘Hokies United’ and “We
Are Virginia Tech’. The song
began to skip during their rou-
tine and it went off. After try-
ing a second time from the be-
ginning, the music continued
to skip. The girls of Virginia
Tech decided to finish their rou-
tine without their music. Cutlip
took the microphone and said,

L4

“things always happen for a rea-
son.” The reason, according to
Cutlip, was to give everyone a
chance “to remember in silence
those who lost their lives [at
Virginia Tech].” The girls re-
ceived a standing ovation when
they finished. :

Jennifer Astin of Atlanta
didn’t even know this event
was here this weekend. “I was
here to celebrate a birthday and
it was Family Fun Day [at Cen-
tennial Park],” she said. “This
is great because I had planned
to take my girls to the theater.
And this is free!”

There were many dancers
from Georgia and the South-
east, but there were dancers
from other places in the nation
as well as the world.

Project Dance will return to
Atlanta in September of 2008.
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17th Annual breast cancer

It’s time to think pink again for breast cancer.

By MONIQUE JONES
mjones82 @student.gsu.edu

On Sept.26-29, 2007, Sis-
ters By Choice, Inc will hold
their annual awareness week-
end in the fight against breast
cancer.

~ The event is held to reach
out to the communities and help
educate the patients and their
families but also the general
public, so that they are knowl-
edgeable of the life-threatening
disease. Itis an outlet to acquire
more knowledge on breast can-
cer treatment and research on
those living with the tisease.

The weekend will include
the “Sisters’ Night Out” moving
screening, a free educational
seminar and much more.

Many people, especially
us students, are unaware of
how many deaths breast cancer
causes in women. Get involved;
help support those who are liv-
ing with breast cancer. Accord-
ing to Sisters By Choice Inc...

*Breast cancer is the second

awareness weekend

Special | Signal

leading cause of cancer deaths
in women

*The number one and num-
ber two risk factors for devel-
oping breast cancer is being a
women and increasing age.

*Although breast cancer
is most commonly diagnosed
in older women, younger and
younger women are being diag-
nosed with breast cancer today.

*Breast cancer does not dis-
criminate, it affects the young
and old, rich and poor, Black,
White, Hispanic, Asian, and In-
dian.

*White American women
have the highest incidence of
breast cancer but Black Amer-
ica women have the highest
morbidity and mortality rate.

*Mammography is the
number one diagnostic test for
early detection of breast cancer

Get involved this weekend;
men and women should be get-
ting mammograms, For more
information log on to www.
sistersbychoice.net or call 770-
987-2951.

Sickle Cell
Anemia Month

By MONIQUE JONES
mjones82@student.gsu.edu

It’s time to support the peo-
ple in our country who are suf-
fering from the disease of sickle
cell Anemia. Over 70,000 peo-
ple carry sickle cell anemia and
most of these people are African
Americans statistics show that
one in every 12 African Ameri-
cans may carry the trait for sick-
le cell disease. :

The most common treat-

ment for those living with sickle
cell are regular blood transfu-
sions. These blood transfusions
help reduce damage to major
organs and reduce the risk of
strokes. Unfortunately, many
blood recipients need transfu-
sions almost every other week.

To help raise aware-
ness about sickle cell anemia,
spread the word. It is easy to
help those in need just call 1-
800-GIVE-LIFE or visit www.
givelife.org to schedule a time
to give blood.
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Men'’s Soccer team wins again Golf team teeing off again

By CARYN SUHR

csuhrl @student.gsu.edu

Friday, September 21st, the
Georgia State Panthers pulled an
exciting 3-0 win against the Jack-
sonville University Dolphins.

After returning disappointed
from the Florida Atlantic Universi-
ty Classic, where the Panthers lost
2-0 to the Florida Atlantic Univer-
sity Owls and 3-2 to the Florida
Gulf Coast University Eagles, the
team was ready for a win.

The Panthers received some
good news in the form of two of
their own being named to the 2007
Florida Atlantic University Classic
All Tournament team. Midfielders
Floreal Pedrazo and Joe were both
selected by the coaches of partici-
pating teams to be a part of the All
Tournament Team.

The Panthers then traveled
home where they would face Jack-
sonville University in what would
become their second win of the
season.

Floreal Pedrazo led the team
with two goals with another scored
by Joe Devito.

The first fifteen minutes of
play were tightly matched and
each team had equal possession;
however, the Panthers managed to
find a weakness in the Dolphin’s
defensive line as Floreal Pedrazo
tried for three shots.

It was not until the thirty-
third minute that the Panthers re-
corded their first goal of the game-
scored by graduate student Floreal
Pedrazo. The second half ended

at 1-0, leaving the Panthers with a
hopeful outlook on the outcome of
the game.

The Panthers entered the sec-
ond half matching the fervor of the
Dolphins. In the seventy-fourth
minute, junior midfielder Joe De-
vito recorded the Panthers’ second
goal of the game when he received
a long pass from Floreal Pedrazo
and propelled the ball past Dol-
phins goalkeeper and into the back
of the net.

Five minutes after Joe De-
vito’s goal, Floreal Pedrazo was
tripped by Jacksonville’s keeper,

Ga. State Athletic Dept.| Signal
The Men’s soccer team has already won more games than they did last season.

resulting in a penalty kick for the
Panthers.

Pedrazo easily scored as he
shot left and Jacksonville’s keeper
dove to the right bringing the score
to 3-0.

With only eleven minutes left
in the game the Panthers had it in
the bag.

Their defensive line of Spens-
er Sumpter, Justin Davis, Javon
Carrington, and Joe Castado held
their ground and resolved any

See SOCCER | Page 20

Men's tennis team ready to defend CAA fifl

By CHRIS HOLLOWAY

cholloway7 @student.gsu.edu

After finishing last year ranked
as the No. 36 team in the nation, the
Georgia State men’s tennis team is
gearing up to continue its winning
ways in the 2007-08 season. New
challenges that the team will face
are adjusting to a new head coach
as well as playing shorthanded.

Three of the Panthers that re-
main from last year’s CAA title
team are senior Anze Cevka and ju-
niors Nejc Podkrajsek and Augusto
Alvarado.

Luckily, all three players were
amongst the top CAA performers
during the 2006-07 season.

New head coach Jarod Cam-
erota is coming to Georgia State
from Jacksonville University,
where he served as both the men
and women’s head coach for two
years.

S

s

He was selected as the Atlantic
Sun Conference Coach of the Year
in 2007. His previous experience
of success will be coupled with the
previous success of the three re-
maining Panthers.

Last year, both Anze Cevka
and Nejc Podkrajsek were All-
CAA players. Teammate Augusto
Alvarado did not finish far behind
in the conference, earning second
team All-CAA honors. As a whole,
the Panthers were able to win the
CAA Championship.

Hoping to make their three
players a charm this year, the Pan-
thers’ schedule began Sept. 14 -at
the Thomasville Invitational. Pod-
krajsek was able to claim fifth place
in the men’s singles after losing in
the second round but finishing 3-1
for the tournament.

He also teamed with teammate
Cevka to finish the tournament
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with a 1-1 record in doubles action,
losing to the eventual champions.

Coach Camerota said, “The
tournament gave me a chance to
gauge how the team competes in
real match situations as opposed to
practice.”

This real-match play contin-
ued into last week when the Pan-
thers played at the Southern Inter-
collegiates in Athens.

Podkrajsek competed in the
128-man draw in the Division I
Singles competition. Teammate
Alvarado competed in the 128-man
draw in the Division II Singles.
Cevka paired with Podkrajsek in
the 64-man draw of the Division I
Doubles action.

The next tournament for the
Panthers will be the Georgia Tech

See TENNIS | Page 20
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The men’s golf team is starting off strong this fall.

By YARIN CRAIG

| ycraigb@student.gsu.edu

Somebody please tell me why
golf at Georgia State University re-

| ceives so little attention?

Why should we all be pay-

| ing attention? Both the men’s and

women'’s golf teams have been im-
pressive since the beginning of the
season and show promise to have a
good year.

In fact, this has been the bright-
est spot in our athletics for quite
some time. Our Panthers can com-
pete with big boys when it comes to
golf. Teams like Georgia Tech and
the University of Georgia, who are
solid in golf which is no surprise.

But when analyzing the situa-
tion, one could argue that the Pan-
thers are one of the big boys and
this year is no different.

The women'’s golf team played
in the Napa River Grill Cardinal
Classic on September 17th and
18th and placed 4th each day of the
two contests.

On the first day of action in the
tournament, sophomore Catherine
Madsen completed two rounds and
tied for sixth-place overall at two-
over par.

Also having success was soph-
omore Sandra Maier and freshman
Iliska Verwey who both finished
the first day of competition in the
top 20, each tying for 14th at five-

over par.

The next day of action, junior
Anna Scott placed a third-round
score of one-under par 71 to claim

a tie for ninth place in the tourna-

See GOLF | Page 20
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The men’s tennis team will feature a new coach and willl search for the

CAA tile repeat in 2007-2008.
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DANCE...THE NEW WAY TO WORK IT OUT

Our Classes:

* Cardio Hip Hop  +Yoga/Stretch
* Jazz * Modern

» Cardio Salsa * Hip Hop

» Ballet * Breakdance
* Workout Groave  + Dance it Off!
* Sculpt & Flow ...and more!

Visit www.got2dance.net for class
Information and schedule.

« Student Discounts Available
* Personal training

* Massage therapy

« Xcel Talent Agency

(404) 352-0420 » www.got2dance.net
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The Falcons quarterback strugeles: Is Leftwich the guy’

By MZOLA-AHUAMA JONAS 111
mjonaslll@gsu.edu

The Atlanta Falcons signed
Byron Leftwich to a two-year, $7
million dollar deal last Tuesday.

The former Jacksonville Jaguar
missed the first two weeks of the
season after being cut by the team
on Sept. | and was added two days
after the Falcons fumbled their sec-
ond straight game.

Why would Leftwich miss the
first two weeks? Money issues, of
course. “No team would want to
take a chance on the 5-year veteran

by having fo guarantee his salary

for the entire year.

If you're a devoted football
enthusiast, you might cringe a little
at this signing.  After all, Byron
Leftwich was -that_often-injured,
yet seemingly-productive quarter-
back for the Jaguars—when he was
healthy.

In fact, since he was drafted
in the first round in 2003, Leftw:ch

has not played a full 16-game sea-
son. :

Leftwich has appeared in 46
games, 44 of them as a starter.
The 2007 Marshall Hall-of-Famer
completed 789 of 1,344 passes for
9,042 yards with 51 touchdown
passes and 36 interceptions in his
up and down NFL career. Yet, he
still managed a 24-20 record with
the Jaguars.

Rumors of Leftwich being
signed arose after the Falcons’
ugly showing at Jacksonville, los-
ing to the Jaguars 13-7. Fans and

sports experts alike were cxpectilg >

Leftwich to eventually inherit
starting role as quarterback for the
Falcons. If a two-year deal doesn’t
imply his future promotion, then
Falcons owner Arthur Blank and
Coach Bobby Petrino must know
something Atlanta fans don’t.
However, Coach Petrino did
make some statements about the
current starting quarterback Joey

Joey Harrington
(right) and Byron
Leftwich (left) will
vie for the Falcons
starting quarterback
position, which it
seems is there for
the taking.

Special | Signal

Harrington. He noted that Har-
rington is holding the ball too long
and is showing a lack of confidence
in the pocket. Since taking the
reigns as Head Coach, the Falcons
(0-2) have scored just 10 points
while allowing 13 sacks in its first
two games.

As for last Sunday’s game, the
whole blame shouldn’t be placed
solely on Harrington.  Former
Falcons kicker Matt Prater missed
two field goals that could have tied
the score and possibly given the
Falcons a shot of a 1-1 record. In-
terestingly, the Falcons picked up
former Falcon and multiple NFL
record-holder Morten Andersen,
who at 47 years-old, brings more
than 24 years of experience at kick-
er.

The question is will Leftwich be
able to fit in with the Falcons? Re-
portedly, he has passed his physi-
cals, viewed tapes, and is already
practicing with the team.

The puzz]mg plece fit about

The wild weekend in college foothall

By Parrisit Walton
pwalton] @student.gsu.edu

The Georgia Bulldogs almost
let one of the biggest games. of the
season slip away...almost.

After squandering two separate
10-point leads against the “fight-
ing Sabans,” or Alabama Crimson
Tide, Georgia rallied from a three
point overtime deficit, stunning
more than 90,000 Alabama fans in
one of the most thrilling games in
Georgia history.

On the first play of their first
possession, Georgia ~quarterback
Matt Stafford hit wide receiver
Mikey Henderson on a fly route
in the corner of the end zone for
the game winning touchdown. It
was Henderson’s first touchdown
catch.

“Matthew threw a beautiful
ball,” Richt said to reporters after
the game. “When (Henderson)
caught it, I dropped my playbook
and started celebrating.”

Aftgr the referee sngnaled a

touchdown, Stafford -and the rest
of the Bulldogs rushed to the end
zone for a makeshift “dawg pile.”
The Alabama fans were upset to
say the least, and began throwing
debris onto the rowdy Bullfdogs
pile including bottles of bourbon
and-vodka.

Thrills aside, this was a game
that Georgia simply could not af-
ford to lose. After dropping their
SEC opener to South Carolina, the
Bulldogs had to win the Alabama
game if they wanted to contend for
an SEC title.

With Florida looking like the
clear favorite to win the SEC east,
a second conference loss would
have ended UGA’s hopes of mak-
ing the SEC title game,

The Bulldogs need to be ready
for another test when they return
home to face Ole Miss on Satur-
day. Mississippi is coming off of
a heart-breaking loss at home to
Florida (30-24) and has played well
this season even though thelr 1-3

While the Bulldogs went into
a hostile environment and came out
ahead, the Yellow Jackets of Geor-
gia Tech could not do the same.
After being blasted at home by
Boston College, the Jackets needed
a win over Virginia in Charlottes-
ville for the first time since 1990. It
was not meant to be as the Jackets
were beat 28-23.

With their star running back
Tashard Choice banged up, the
Jackets could do little on the
ground, forcing quarterback Taylor
Bennett to try and win the game via
the passing game.

This was not something that
Tech wanted to do as Bennett has
been average at best on the season
and finished the day 17-40 for 230
yards, one touchdown and one in-
terception.

The game was lost after Geor-
gia Tech gave up 21 first quarter
points which proved to be too much
for the Jackets to overcome even

though Tech outscored Virginia 16-

this combination is the deep-pass
scheme that Petrino likes to play
and Leftwich’s specialty in down-
field passing. However, Leftwich
is missing the mobility that Coach
Petrino favors in his quarterbacks
(such as Michael Vick).

Leftwich’s  decision-making
and accuracy have also been ques-
tioned. The Falcons will start him
behind Chris Redman as the third-
string quarterback if Harrington
continues to lack confidence in his
play and Leftwich manages to stay
healthy.

“I'm a football player,” Left-
wich said. “I’ll tell you, missing
those last two weeks really both-
ered me, man, having to watch ev-
eryone else play and knowing I was
healthy but couldn’t go out there
and be part of a football team. I'm
just happy to be back out there.”

The overall issues for the Fal-
cons are problems at quarterback,
and Leftwich was going to be on
somebody’s team this year. 1It's

clear that the signing of Leftwich
has picked up the Falcons’ morale.
This signing is a seemingly good fit
for both sides. From this point on,
Falcons fans will have to sit back
and see what happens.

Leftwich Stats from 2003

year comp/att yds TD-INT

2006: 108/183, 1159 yds, 7-5
2005: 175/302,.2123 yds, 15-5
2004: 267/441, 2941 yds, 15-10
2003: 239/418, 2819 yds, 14-16

Harrington Stats from 2003
2007: 35/ 52 399yds, 0 - 2

2006: 223/388 2236 yds 12 -15

2005: 188/330 2021 yds, 12-12

2004: 724/489 3047 yds, 19-12

Special | Signal

Matthew Stafford (above) lead the Georgia Bulldogs to an overtime vic-

tory at Alabama over the weekend.

The loss puts Georgia Tech at
0-2 in conference play, which al-
most assures that they will not be
making a return trip to Jackson-
ville for the ACC title game.

Although the ACC is a weak
conference on the surface with the
exception of a few teams, dropping
the first two games puts Tech in a

must-win situation for the duration
of the season, which, as the last two
games have shown, will not be an
easy task.

In other action on Saturday,
Notre Dame fell to a 0-4 record

See WILD | Page 20
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SOCCER
From Page 17

threats from Jacksonville’s offen-
sive line.

At the end of the ninety min-
utes the Panthers reigned victori-
ous over the Jacksonville Univer-
sity Dolphins with the final score
at 3-0. The team was happy with
the win;

“It just feels good to get the
win, but now we need more,” said
Floreal Pedrazo.

Panthers’ goalkeeper Filipe
Carvalho recorded four saves
throughout the confrontation.

Capturing most of his shots in
the air Carvalho played another im-
pressive game- deflecting even the
most powerful attempts made by
Jacksonville.

“We were wondering after two
losses if we were ready to play a
tough contest today, but made an
amazing shot to give us the lead
and Joe’s shot was great as well
and it matched how improved he is
this year. All in all, it was a huge
win for us,” said head coach Kerem
Daser.

The Panthers have five games
until their next home game which
is on Friday October 19th against
Drexel.

Hopefully they can continue
their solid play on and make a little
noise this season in the ever com-
petitive CAA.

WILD
from page 19

with a loss to Mlchlgan Slate 31-
17. The Irish are 0-4 for the first
fime in their 119 year history mak-
ing this the worst team in Notre
Dame history.

The upset of the day came
when Syracuse went into Papa
John’s stadium in Louisville and
hocked the Cardinals 38-35. For
team that lost 21 of their last 26
cames to beat a ranked team on the
foad was shocking to say the least.
The near-upset of the week came
when 24th-ranked Nebraska over-
came an |1 point fourth-quarter
deficit to beat Ball State University
#1-40 in a game where defense was
Lpparcnlly optional.

The game that no one saw and
everyone should have seen had to
be the Oklahoma State/Texas Tech
pattle that ended 49-45 in favor of
the Cowboys.

Talk about defense optional.
Texas Tech quarterback Graham
Harrell had 646 yards passing with
5 touchdowns.

Tech wide receiver Michael
Crabtree had 14 catches for 237
yards and three touchdowns and
his fellow wide receiver Danny
IAmendola had another 14 catches
for 233 yards and one touchdown.
All of this added up to a total
pf 718 yards and 45 points—and
they lost.
Oklahoma

State countered

Texas Tech’s offensive barrage
with three separate 100 yard rush-
ers and over 600 yards of total of-
fense.

What a weekend it was, and
with conference play starting to
kick in, it will only get better.

GOLF
from page 17

ment on the second day of the tour-
nament, September 18.

Women’s Head Coach Cathy
Mant stated, “We had some fatigue
issues after playing 36 holes yes-
terday and play was up and down at
times today, but this team showed
it has great potential and I'm very
excited about this year.”

Head Coach Cathy Mant has
every right to be after the team
finished 4th out of 17 teams in the
Napa River Grill Cardinal Classic.
The team is also ranked 30th in the
nation by GolfStat.com rankings.

The men’s golf team has had a
somewhat difficult time this season
thus far. Participating in the Carpet
Capital Collegiate the first day of
competition was brought to an end
early because of weather issues.

The Panthers’ were one of the
few unlucky teams to tee off first
that day, and ended the day with
eight-over par.

Head coach Matt Clark stated,
“I can’t judge our play today based

SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES

Anthropology

History

Psychology
Sociology

® 4 4 6 4 0 0 0

GeorpaState
University

‘Major M

STUDENT WORKSHOP

11:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m.Tuesday, October 2nd
Student Center, Senate Salon

African-American Studl,;v"_i,'
Applied Linguistics

Middle East Studies
Political Science

What you will learn:

In the workshop, you will get information on majors in the Socm
Sciences.You'll find out the necessary steps to graduate with yeurchaﬁn degree.
You'll also learn how to enrich your college experience by participating in the Hanors
Program, international academic opportunities including stud}‘ibrq:d. andmdont
organizations. Discover which major is right for you, and fifid out/about career
opportunities after graduation. Free pizza and other refmhments provodod. y

For a schedule of activities and more, visit the Major Matters webSitQ Caﬂ
404-413-5109, or email majormatters@gsu.edu.

\QSI COLLEGE OF
ARTS & SCIENCES

www.cas.gsu.edu/major_matters.html .
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on the conditions of the course.”

On the last day of competi-
tion September 16th, Joel Sjoholm
claimed a tie for third place indi-
vidually as the 23rd ranked Geor-
gia State men’s golf team claimed
16th overall out of 18 teams at the
Carpet Capital Collegiate Classic
at The Farm Golf Club in Rocky
Face, Ga.

TENNIS
from page 17
Invitational in Atlanta during the
weekend of Oct. 5-7. The Panthers
will then travel to Lexington, Ken-
tucky to participate in the ITA Re-
gionals Il from Oct. 18-22.

The team will wrap up

pre-conference play in Tuscaloosa, -

Ala. at the Alabama Invitational
during the weekend of Oct. 26-

28. After that trip, the conference

games will begin.

With a three-man team,
the 2007-08 season will likely be
tough for the Parithers. But with
their recent history and their new
head coach, there is a good chance
that GSU will pull through and per-
form well both in and out of con-
ference. Three could be a charm
for the Panthers this season.

Upcoming games
for Georgia State

MEN’S TENNIS

10/5- ALL DAY at Georgia
Tech Invitatinall

10/18- ALL DAY at ITA
Regionals I11

10/26- ALL DAY at Ala-
bama Invitationals

WOMEN’S TENNIS

9/29- ALL DAY at the
All American PQ in Los
Angeles

10/2- ALL DAY at the
All American PQ in Los"
Angeles :

10/12- ALL DAy at the
UNC-Charlotte Invita-
tional

MEN’S SOCCER
10/5- @ Towson- 3 pm

10/7- @ George Mason-
2 pm

10/12- @ Hofstra- 7 pm

10/14- @ Northeastern- 1
pm

10/19- vs. Drexel- 1 pm
WOMEN’S SOCCER

9/28- @ James Madison
7 pm

9/30- @ VCU- 1 pm

10/5- vs. Towson- 4 pm

10/7- vs. George Mason-
1 pm

10/12- vs. Hofstra- 4pm
MEN’S GOLF

10/8- 10/9 @ Alabama
10/22- 10/23 @ Pepperdine
10/28- 10/30 @ GCAA
11/19- 11/20 @ Sun Bowl
WOMEN’S GOLF

10/8- 10/9 @ Texas Tech

10/13- 10/14 @ Augusta
State

10/29- 10/30 @ College of
Charleston

VOLLEYBALL

9/28- @ JMU 7 pm
9/30- vs. Hofstra 2 pm
10/2- @ KSU 6:30 pm

10/6- vs. UNC-Wilmington
2 pm

10/12- @ William and
Mary 2 pm

10/13 - @ VCU 7 pm
MEN CROSS COUNTRY

9/29- @ Greater Louisville
Classic -

10/6- Panther Invitational

10/13 @ Chili Pepper Invi-
tational

WOMEN’S Cross Country

9/29- @ Greater Louisville
Classic

10/6- Panther Invitational
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Donovan; deluded or dead on”

By LEE WILSON
twilson28 @student.gsu.edu

In a week that has already
been exhausted on water cooler
talks about race relations, Philadel-
phia Eagles quarterback Donovan
McNabb added fuel to_the fire.

Mcnabb told HBO’s Bryant
Gumble that black quarterbacks

-receive more criticism than white
quarterbacks in the NFL. McNabb
has since restated his comments and
used examples of Peyton Manning,
Tom Brady and Carson Palmer spe-
cifically, who he feels get an easier
ride than black quarterbacks.

There are a couple of things
wrong with this statement and
McNabb seemed to make his com-
ments out of frustration.

On opening day in 2007, there
were six black quarterbacks start-
ing and don’t forget that Michael
Vick would have made seven in
better circumstances. For starters,
there are a small number of black
quarterbacks to begin with.

Of those quarterbacks, only
Vince Young, McNabb and at times
Steve McNair are considered to be
in the upper echelon of players. So
the criticism could just be a lack of
super-talented players.

McNabb specifically pointed

.out guys like Palmer, Brady and
Manning, so lets examine this.

McNabb picked the three best
quarterbacks in the league and
agreed with the question that states
that these guys receive less criti-
cism than black quarterbacks like
himself.

Not only does he pick the best,
but Manning and Brady are two
of the best ever. So where is his
argument? He picks the two great-
est quarterbacks of this generation
and says that they aren’t criticized
as much. Well....yeah! They have
earned it, but only because they an-
swered their critics.

Until Manning and the Colts
beat the Patriots last year in the
playoffs, he was the most criticized
quarterback of this era.

Everyone said “Well he’s
great, a hall of famer. But he just
can’t win the big games.” Well last
year he silenced those critics by
winning two really big games.

He beat Brady, the same quar-
terback that defeated McNabb’s
Eagles in the biggest game he has
ever played in and won the Super-
bowl.

Let’s also not forget that the
Eagles are 1-4 in NFC title games
and their lone Superbowl appear-
ance. McNabb’s argument seems
more out of disgruntled emotions
and frustration than truth and fact.

And McNabb is getting older,
Young is still...well young and will

Special | Signal

donovan McNabb (above) created a whirlwind of controversy with his comments about black quarterbacks last

week on HBO.

experience growing pains and Mc-
Nair is really starting to experience
growing older pains.

These quarterbacks are going
to receive more criticism because
they are not as good as Palmer,
Brady or Manning. Don’t believe
me? Let’s look at some numbers
before Sunday’s games.

Over his career, Manning has
gone 3177/4962 (completions/at-
tempts) with 38,168 yards, 279
touchdowns and 140 interceptions.
He is already in the top 16 all time
in passing yards, attempts, comple-
tions and in the top 10 in touch-
downs.

He is a seven-time pro bowler
and was the Superbowl MVP last

The new face in the backfield: sitting

By VINCE MIGLIORE

vmigliore 1 @student.gsu.edu

The Atlanta Falcons have a
new fullback, and it won’t take
very long before Ovie Mughelli
becomes a fan favorite.

This past off season there were
a lot of teams bidding for the ser-
vices of the former Wake Forest
standout, but ultimately he went
with Atlanta. The Falcons signed
Mughelli to a six-year $18 million
contract with a $5 million signing
bonus—the richest contract for a
fullback in NFL history.

For most, a great degree of
pressure would come with the label
of being the highest paid at your
position, but pressure isn’t any-
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Ovie Mughelli (above) will be spiking the ball in Atlanta this year as he
signed the largest contract for a fullback in NFL history.

thing that Mughelli isn’t used to.

“I"ve felt pressure my whole
life,” says Mughelli, “This year I
actually feel the least amount of
pressure of my career. Last year
I felt the pressure of being in my
contract year and people expect-
ing me to perform. The year be-
fore that I was coming off of injury
so I felt the pressure to show the
coaches that I wasn’t going to be
slowed down. My first year in the
league there was pressure to not be
one of those guys that gets drafted,
plays a year, and then falls out of
the league.”

The power blocking fullback
doesn’t allow others to put the
pressure on him, because he puts

enough on himself, “The pressure
on me is the pressure I put on my-
self every year to become a more
complete fullback and a dominat-
ing force at my position.” It’s this
hardworking attitude that should
have Falcons fans buzzing about
him all season long.

Love for Atlanta

Even though the money was
there, Mughelli’s familiarity with
Hotlanta ultimately helped make
his decision easier.

“I’ve always loved this city,
and I’ve been many times before.
I have many friends here and my
agent is here as well,” said Mu-
ghelli who explained that by sign-
ing with the Falcons, his NFL
career has seemingly come full
circle. “I kinda started my NFL ca-
reer here while I was preparing for
the combine during my senior year
of college. I worked out at veloc-
ity fitness, and got a crash course in
Atlanta as far as getting used to the
traffic, all the great restaurants and
the nightlife.”

Speaking of great restaurants,
if they serve brunch in Atlanta Mu-
ghelli is all over it.

“I really like J. Christopher’s

‘and Gladys Knight’s Chicken and

Waffles. Any place in the city that
serves breakfast foods and lunch
foods is where I like to go.”

year. In other words, Manning will
be a hall of famer.

Brady won the Superbowl his
rookie season and has tacked on
two more since then and has done
it in fine fashion.

As a rookie he lead the Patriots
against the best team in the game at
the time in the St. Louis Rams. And
they won. He won the big games
and he always has.

Brady, aside from leading
the league in passing through two
weeks, has gone 1943/3123 with
over 22,000 yards. He has 153
TD’s and just 79 interceptions.

Palmer has not yet proven his
Bengal strips although he has not
really gotten the opportunity to.

Palmer is 985/ 1543 with 11,363
yards and 86 touchdowns and 45
interceptions.

Each one of these quarter
backs has finished in the top 10 in
every year of their careers in pass-
ing yards, passing touchdowns,
completions and attempts

If I were starting an NFL fran
chise today and got to pick any
quarterback to build a team around,
Not

because they are white, but because

it would be one of those three.

they are the best quarterbacks in
the league.

By the way, who is on the cov-

See DONOVAN | Page 22

own with Ovie Mughell

A New Team, A New Conference

Signing with the Falcons
meant not just changing teams for
Mughelli, but also switching con-
ferences having spent his entire ca-
reer in the AFC with the Baltimore
Ravens.

The adjustment for Mughelli
seems to be an easy one thanks to
an all new coaching staff and a few
other new faces around the Atlanta
locker room.

“I had a lot of help from my
teammates and coaches. The guys
who have been here before have
really opened their arms and made
the transition easy for me. I'min a
good situation because I’'m coming
into a new coaching staff and its
not like everyone else knows how
the team is run but me. Other new
guys like Joey Harrington, Law-
yer Milloy, and Joe Horn have to
start from scratch to understand the
plays and coaches as well.”

Beyond gelling with his new
teammates and coaches, Mughelli
knows that he is going to have to
put in some more study time to
learn about the opponents in his
new division.

“I’'m used to seeing teams like
the Browns and Steelers twice.
I've gotten used to their playing
styles and I know the linebacker’s
rush techniques. So I have to get
used to a new host of players.”
there is

Even though

much work to be done, Mughelli
sees a lot in this Falcons team and
believes the fans will not be disap-
pointed, “The fans can expect an
intensity that I, for one, have never
seen in Atlanta before. You can
see the resolve and the character of
the players for sure. You can feel
the energy that these coaches have
brought to Atlanta and our team
as a whole. Everyone is so deter-
mined on being a winner, and we
definitely have the talent. As long
as we execute, it’s going to be a
real exciting season for the fans.”

The Ovie Mughelli Project

Outside of football, Mughelli
is determined to help underprivi-
leged youth. He founded the Ovie
Mughelli project which he de-
scribes as a hands-on approach to
improving the community. Cur-
rently, the Ovie Mughelli project
is focusing on the youth of Ovie's
hometown of Charleston, South
Carolina and his new playing city,
Atlanta. He hopes to one day take
it to his home country of Nigeria
where both his parents were born.

By focusing on the importance of
education and self-esteem and cou-
pling that with the need to protect
the environment, Mughelli hopes
to turn these Kkids

INt0 success-

See OVIE| Page 22
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OB s
from page 21

ful well-rounded individuals who,
without such an initiative, would
otherwise have no hope for that.
“I'm trying to do every-
thing possible to turn these kids
into intelligent and contributing
young men and women in society,”
said Mughelli. With athletic ability
just as big as his heart, the Falcons
are not only fortunate enough to
have him on their team, but the city
of Atlanta is fortunate to have him
representing our great city.

OVIE THE'GAMER

In his spare time, Ovie loves
to play video games. “I have an
Xbox 360, a Wii, and a Playstation
3 all hooked up tomy TV, and I can
switch between them with one but-
ton.”

Being such a huge gamer, Mu-
ghelli was excited to learn that he
would finally be starting in this
year’s iteration of the popular Mad-
den videogame franchise. “I've
never been in a madden game, and
[ can’t wait to play myself,” said
Mughelli.

If you have a 360 and want
to challenge Mughelli in a game
of Halo or Madden Mughelli is up
for the competition. Hit him up
on Xbox Live under his handle:
NastyAfrican—a nickname he re-
ceived from a radio DJ during his

college career.

DONOVAN
from page 21

er of Madden 2008? Vince Young,
a black quarterback. A very good
black quarterback. Madden, one of
the most hyped-up video games in
our generation, also featured Don-
ovan McNabb on the cover at one
point.

This is not a joke. The Mad-
den video games are huge. There
are tournaments shown on ESPN
that feature crazed fans playing the
game.

That aside, McNabb needs to
focus on winning football games.
He plays in one of the most criti-
cal cities in the world in Philadel-
phia (come on, they booed Santa
Clause) and unless he really wants
negative attention, he needs to just
shut up and play football.

Panthers split first two CAA Matches

Volleyball team beats VCU, loses to William and Mary

By WILLIAM HESS
whess | @student.gsu.edu

The Georgia State volleyball
team is having a great year so far.
This weekend they had a big test in
matches against CAA rivals Vigir-
nia Commonwealth University and
William and Mary. The Panthers
(10-7, 1-1) managed a victory but
were edged out by William and
Mary (6-8, 2-0).

Friday’s CAA opener against
Virginia Commonwealth (2-11, 0-
1) did not look like it was going
the Panther’s way. The VCU Rams
took a 4-0 lead and commanded
most of the first game. Georgia
State struggled with service errors
in the first game but tied the game
at 28 off of a VCU attacking error.
Amy Lusk’s kill finished the come-
back in Game | as the Panthers
won 31-29.

Game 2 was the same story as
the Rams took the early lead off of
Panther errors. The Rams looked
like they were in control at 20-11
but the Panther’s started to surge.
The girls went on an 11-5 run and
cut the Ram’s lead to only 3. The
Panthers could not finish the come-
back like they did in the first game
and fell to VCU 30-23.

“Game two was about what
we did wrong [and] nothing they
[VCU] did right” said Coach Web-
ster. The Panther’s did have too
many errors (11) and a .050 hitting
percentage in the second game.

The girls came out of the lock-
er room a laf more aggressive for
the second half.

The Panther’s took an 8-3 lead
in the third game and never looked
back. Coach Webster showed a lot
of faith in his girls by not calling
any timeouts in the third game.

“I reassured the girls to do the
right things” said Coach Webster
and it clearly showed. Ana Paula
Ferreira recorded 6 of her 20 kills
during the third game. The Pan-
ther’s lead grew to as much as 8
and they clinched the third game
30-25.

Georgia State continued its

Special | Signal

strong play into game four, build-
ing a 19-11 lead off the solid attack
of Ferreira, Liz Schaab and Amy
Lusk.

Lusk secured the Panther vic-
tory with a kill, giving Georgia
State the game 30-21 and the match
3-1. Lusk also recorded a double-
double with 14 kills and 18 digs.
Ferreira also got a double with her
season high 20 kills and 13 digs.
Noelle Boyd earned 51 assists, the
third time she has had 50 or more
assists this season.

Saturday’s game was against
William & Mary (6-8, 2-0 CAA).
W&M raced out to a 14-5 lead, off
a strong attacking presence in the
first game. Georgia State’s time-
out helped stem the tide temporar-
ily but W&M got consecutive kills
from Erin Skipper to claim a 20-11
advantage.

The Tribe sealed the first game
off a kill from Jill Nowadly, win-
ning 30-15.

The Panthers (10-7, 1-1 CAA)
came out strong in the second
game. Georgia State built a 12-7
lead before William & Mary called
a timeout, but State maintained
their strong play.

Eventually W&M climbed
back into the game, knotting things
at 18 off a State attacking error.
The Panthers scored the final four
points to take Game 2, 30-27, as
Ana Paula Ferreira had two Kills
during the sequence but Michelle
Trimble’s kill won the second game
for them.

“We did a good job of fighting
and did good things without attack-
ing effort in game two,” said head
coach Mike Webster.

Georgia State’s inconsistent
attack during the third game put
the Panthers in a 19-11 hole before
head coach Mike Webster called a
timeout.

State battled back, closing the
margin to four at 29-23. However,
the Tribe started playing strong and
secured the game-three victory on
a questionable ball-handling error
called against the Panthers’ Noelle
Boyd.

The fourth game was much

Ga. State Athletic Dept.| Signal
Volleyball coach Mike Webster (above) coaching one of his players. The
team has been doing well this year. ;

Ga. State Athletic Dept.| Signal

The Georgia State volleyball team has had several causes for celebration

so far on the young season.

like the first game of the match, as
the Tribe jumped out to a 9-3 lead.

The Panthers committed six
errors during the sequence while
the Tribe registered just three Kills.
State struggled with its attack the
rest of the game, as W&M earned
the match victory on a Panther at-
tacking error.

The Panthers must continue to
improve in CAA play as that will
be imperative.

The Panthers return to action
Friday, Sept. 28 against North-
eastern at 5:30 p.m. at the Georgia
State Sports Arena

A look at some CAA Standings

VOLLEYBALL
1- Delaware 15-2 (1-0)
2- Hofstra 8-6 (1-0)

3- James Madison 8-5 (1-0)
4- William & Mary 7-8 (1-0)

5- Georgia State 10-7 (1-1)

MEN’S SOCCER

1-VCU 4-1-1(0-0)

2- George Mason 3-2-1 (0-0)
3-Towson 3-2-1 (0-0)

6- Geogia State 2-3-1 (0-0)

WOMEN'’S SOCCER
1-JMU 6-1 (0-0)
2-Towson  6-1 (0-0)
3- Hofstra  6-1 (0-0)

8- Georgia State 4-2 (0-0)
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ROOMS & ROOMMATES

Rooms & Roommates
Available Now in Atlanta and
All Cities Worldwide! Short
or Long Term, Furnished
or  Unfurnished. Browse
and  Post  Listings  Free!
Call 1-877-367-7368 or
visit www.SUBLET.com

www.sublet.com

1-877-FOR-RENT

DUPLEX FOR RENT
ClosetoCampus. NWAtIntaduplex.
$525.00 Completely renovated.
2Bdrm/1Ba.Central Air.NewAppli-
ancesandCarpet. Off-streetparking.
404 -8617-2527

ROEIN X .6 -S-A L E
NEY.FR/E.LAKE MARTA. Only
2 blk & 10 min. to GSU. also
2 blk Ponce Bus. Druid Hills.
Emory,Frnbk area. LargeRnch
Hist. Dr.H. near Decatur shop/
dine.3BR 2ba. All Brk Cent.
AC.Near CDC/VA. 1.7mi Em-
ory. 0.7mi AgnSct LRw/Fplc,
SepDr.16ftKit. Foyer. 8 Clos.Hdwd
Fl. 11sf DaLiteBsmt. Attd. Gar.
1/2 ac Wd Lot. FrnbkES,DHHS,
NoCityTaxes. Reduced fr/’07
Apprs. $425k t0$368k,100%Fin
or someO.Fin(RENT:Sleeps up
to 8 on 1675st min. AC.inclds
SunRm/4th BR $1600/mo
or$400/ea)Owner  404/378-6336

SeRE U DBy NG T
APARTMENTS
1,2,3,StuApartmentsNowinAtlanta
and All Cities Worldwide! Short or

Long Term, Furnished or
Unfurnished. Browse and
Post Listings Free! Call

1-877-367-7368 or visict
www.SUBLET: com

260 Real Estate

o0 WaN - H 0O0=M E
CLOSE TO CAMPUS
2 bed 2 bath off Cascade. Gran-
ite counters, tile backplash, hd-
wds. $145000. call Justin Hall
Keller Williams 404-271-0673

630 | H‘!{‘l(‘}'”'\‘”‘ Part-Time

BARTENDING!

Make up to $250
No Experience
Training
1-800-965-6520

a day.
Necessary.
Available.
EXT 101

MODELS NEEDED
MODELS NEEDED FOR SO SO
DEF BILLBOARDS CALL FOR
APPT (404) 732- 2087 PHILLIPAE

NOW HIRING
Hooaqa 4 Tk s e ideion
Seasonal Help
LOOKING TO “BREW
UP” ° SOME EXTRAS$S$?
Spellbind the pub-
lic with your  excellent
skills and imagination
and show them how to...

Add flair to costume wear!

Visit any one of our store

CLASSIFIEDS

locations and - fill out
an application today!
Flexible @ day &  evening
hours -  Store  discounts
Website at: WWWw.par-
tycityonline.com
PART  TIME JOB OF-
FER AS SALES - REPS!!!

Work at home,mailing Envelopes
or typing. is the potential to earn
$700-$3,000 USD per-week run-
ning your own home business,
Suitable for anyone willing to
commit 1 Hour 30 Minutes a day.
Email  j.cornwell3@yahoo.com
for more pack information about
the terms and the cost involve.

/00 Services: General

GOT THE URGE TO SHOP?
Just visit my Mary Kay Personal
Website anytime. Find a great gift.
Get a new lipstick. See the latest
looks. It’s quick. Easy. And it’s
available 24 hours a day, seven days
a week. So check out my beauti-
ful Web site at your convenience!
Stephanie Echols Mary Kay In-
dependent Beauty Consultant
www.marykay.com/sechols3
404-447-14009

RECORDING STUDIO
CITY SLICKIN ENTERTAIN-
MENT R&B RAP GOSPEL POP
CUSTOM BEATZ $100 RE-
CORD VOCALS FOR FREE
OR 3 SONG SPECIAL $200
RECORD VOCALS FOR FREE
(NOT INCLUDING MIXING)
CD TODAY PISTOL P (404) 246-
4162 PHILTY P (404) 732-2087

THE WEEKEND
MOVIEMAKER TOUR
Bobby’s Logan’s “1-Day Film
School” & Jerome Courshon’s
“Secrets to Distribution”

“The Weekend Moviemaker Tour”
This exclusive two-day film work-
shop is $249 by September 24,
2007 and $299 after September
24, $50 off discount for WIFTA,
IMAGE, SAG, IATSE, GPP, Cin-
ema Guild International Members
& Students, PayPal and online
credit payments are welcomed.
Date: October 27 &28, 2007
Time: 10-6 pm
Location: Hands On Atlanta 600
MeansStreetAtlanta,Georgia30318
Formore informtaionlogonto www.
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atlntanewfaces.com. ortopayonline
log onto http://www.distribution.
la, or http://ww.ldayfilmschool.
com/Atlnta or call 1-888-611-0192.

HURRY SEATING IS LIMITED!!!

Vol C. & T E-ON S
4 & 7 night trips to BahamaPar-
tyCruise, PanamaCity, Acapulco,
Cancun and more. -Low prices
guaranteed. Group discounts for
8+. Book 20 people, get free trips!
Campus reps needed. www.Stu-
dentCity.com or 800-293-1445.

We Have Grand Opportunities

Join Grand Hyatt Atlanta in Buckhead

Granc | lyatt Atlarta in Bucknesad is sesking energetic
indivizduals to join our zeam, As a member of the

| lvatt team, you will enjoy rredical/de~=al insurance,
401{<), and free meals/stays at Hyatt Hoe's. If you are
interested in_oining our team,

please apply orlire at fRAN
www.grandatlanta.hyatt.com. HYXALT
4 1 LANI A IS

EQCE

N SUCKHEAD

high expectations | high rewards | hyatt

Bright futures begin with~
PAPPAS RESTAURANTS

Now Interviewing:
WAITSTAFF

Apply today at
the location nearest you!

PAPPADEAUX
10795 Davis Dr., Alpharetta

2830 Windy Hill Rd., Marietta
5635 Jimmy Carter Blvd., Norcross

PAPPASITO’S

2788 Windy Hill Rd., Marietta

EOE
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Vote NO to student activity fee increase

By DOMINIQUE HUFF
DHUFF@STUDENT.GSU.EDU

Here it comes again!
When money runs low at the
university, let’s steal it from
students.  Nothing
expected from government.
Looking into the student ac-
tivity fee, who really bene-
fits? All students, regardless
of how many hours in which
they are enrolled, must pay
this fee. No one is exempt
from such taxation from the
university. Before SGA sim-
ply says yes without asking
questions, let’s look into what
is really going on.

Supporters of the in-
crease state that if we pay
more fees, we could see re-
nowned speakers such as
Oprah Winfrey, have more
productions by campus: the-
atrical groups and more pro-
gramming from the Spotlight
Programs Board. While this
sounds nice, this is a universi-
ty in downtown Atlanta. The
university is in the business
of educating and preparing
students for the real world.
Simply put, we should not be

less is

in the business of entertain-
ing, this is something the pri-
vate sector should handle.
The last major concert
Georgia State had was back in
2005, when Rapper T.1. came
to perform for homecoming.
Prior to that, it was Busta
Rhymes in 2002. The Spot-

light Programs Board prides
itself on having a concerts
committee but where are the
concerts? Having a stroll-off
in the plaza or playing loud
music on a speaker is not a
concert.

SEE HOW MANY PAGE 29

Special | Signal

A concert by rapper T.I. in 2005 was the last major concert at
GSU. Supporters say the fee increase would fund more concerts.
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Editor:
" Brandy Wilson

bW|Ison1 6@5tudent gsu.edu

Special | Signal
Stories about our soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan are being
pushed back in favor of stories about punctuation..

-) 1S not news!

By ALAN NORMAN
ANORMAN4@STUDENT.GSU.EDU

As 1 opened up my
web browser this morning to
get my daily news, expect-
ing to read about important
events which could have an
impact upon my life, or are
of importance to the world
at large I took notice of the
headlines from the various
news services. These are the
news items that the various
news corporations thought
were important enough to
designate as headlines.

I first decided to see

what a ‘fair and balanced’
news organization like Fox
News would think was the
best and most important
news items for the world to
read about. I saw an article
:-) ing back at me. I read the
article, thinking that it must
have some kind of intrinsic
value, yet | came away think-
ing this was two minutes of
my life that I would never get
back.

[ turned to CNN,
thinking that they would have

SEE THE NEWS PAGE 29

Reality TV hits new low with Tila Tequila show

By CAROLINE COX
CCOX15@STUDENT.GSU.EDU

Tila Tequila is an-
other person who is famous
because of Myspace. Like
singer Sean Kingston and
band Boys Like Girls, Tila
used the wildly popular net-
working website to showcase
her talent, and went from a
regular nobody to an internet
celebrity.

Tila Tequila, whose
real last name is Nguyen, was
born in Singapore to Viet-
namese parents and raised
in Houston [eonline.com].
She posted risqué pictures of
herself taken by various pho-
tographers on her page that

prompted thousands of guys
all over the world to request
to be her “friend”. Soon, she
began recording music and
posing on the covers of mag-
azines like “Maxim.” She
now not only has a record
deal and her songs for sale on
iTunes, but MTV has recently
run commercials for a reality
dating show starring the e-
princess entitled “A Shot At
Love with Tila Tequila.”
This is one of the
most bizarre and depressing
things I've heard in a long
time. In the commercial,
Tila exclaims, “I’'m a bi-cu-
rious freak, and I'm looking
for love!” For some reason,
I highly doubt that the last

part of that statement is true.
Tila is a young girl who is
just beginning to break from
Myspace celebrity to actual
celebrity, so it seems like the
furthest thing from her mind
would be to find a man/wom-
an that she can settle down
and spend the rest of her life
with. The premise for the
show is that 16 guys and 16
girls are living in Tila’s house
competing for her affection,
and each week, one person
from each will be given the
boot.

It couldn’t be more
obvious that this show is only
for further exposure to help
raise her level of talentless
fame. Bret Michael’s VHI

reality show “Rock of Love”,
which is barely more than a
showcase of a 30-year old
strippers getting drunk, was
more convincing than this!
And don’t even get me start-
ed on “Flavor of Love”. Yes,
I watched it, and yes, I hate
myself for it. But “A Shot at
Love” is definitely a new re-
ality TV low.

These shows are
shameless exploitation and
self-promotion (he-1lo, I Love
New York!) and are clearly
not for the intent they claim.
Remember on the show “The
Bachelor”, where the guy
took all those

SEEI’'M A PAGE 29

Special | Signal

New reality star Tila
Tequila first became famous
on MySpace.com.
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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

The Signal is what
you people make it

As a former staffer,

I wanted to take time to
explain about how a newspa-
per really works since many
of you claim to be “journal-
ism experts.” I have been
reading the Signal’s website
all week and see nothing but
bitching and whining about
Signal problems. You know
whose fault they are? Itis
your fault, Georgia State.

You people are so
miserable and pathetic that
you have inflict your misery
on the paper. Damn, did
someone put a gun to your
head to read the paper? Do
Signal staffers beat people
up for news? Is this paper
that desperate for news, that
news is being made up?
What is really going on?

These “journalism
experts” are all talk and no
action. I have been reading
this paper weekly from the
time I first came to State in
1997. Even after I graduated
in 2002, I still make it my
point to pick up a paper each
week. I can tell you from
my over 10 years of read-
ing this paper, the problems
remain the same —student
apathy. Everyone expects
the Signal to be like CNN,
Fox News, your local nightly
news and so on but nobody
wants to help it achieve
those goals.

When I was here, |
remember hearing several
good ideas to improve this
paper but it takes work,

resources and effort. If you
think the paper is too lib-
eral or conservative, theﬁ
come write a column. If
you think the paper is too
negative, then come report
some positive news. If you
think something needs to be

- investigated, then consult

an editor and let’s get on it.
Bottom line; the Signal is
a result of the students that
work for it and support it.

I know many of
you “English Department
Whores” are whining about
typos, how about you come
in and help edit. How about
you get up off your ass and
make this paper better?
However, many of you are
simply not interested in do-
ing anything, but continue to
use the Signal as a scapegoat
to problems in your pathetic
lives. I have seen people
blame the Signal for them
having a bad week. Folks, I
am not making this up.

So, shut the fuck
up and help improve this
paper. I am sure that many
of the staffers had some of
the same grievances with
the paper but they filled out
an application and made
changes for the better. This
paper will never be per-
fect because you have a
part-time staff doing work
of a full time staff. At the
paper I work for, we spend
nearly 50 hours weekly in
the office and have a large
staff. The Signal relies on
students, who like many of
you reading the paper have
homework, outside jobs, so-

THE COLLEGE WOMEN'S CENTER.
LT Know all your options

_ + Lab Quality Pregnancy Test
C <0171 Options Consulting .
_» Resource Referrals

678-628-4663

All of our services are confidential

o~

WHAT’S ON YOUR MIND? SEND US YOUR LETTER! WE CAN’T RUN WHAT

WE DON’T RECEIVE!

E-MAIL ALL LETTERS TO BWILSON | 6 @STUDENT.GSU.EDU BY FRIDAYS AT

NOON!

cial lives and other aspects.
Mind you, the staff does this
for really, really low money.
While you all are shaking
your ass looking for sex in
Buckhead or Midtown, the
staff is hard at work making
a paper for you ungrate-

.ful UGA and Georgia Tech

rejects.

Am I making excuses
for problems? No, the staff
needs to come up with a plan
of action to deal with them.
I am not speaking for how
they will get it done. I sup-
port them all the way in this
endeavor. So until, I see the
Signal full of articles with
different bylines, editors
stating they are overloaded
with article submissions
and so much help in the
copyediting department, |
don’t want to hear anymore
complaints. Get up off your
lazy ass and be a part of the
solution.

Many of you are
probably pissed off right
now. Good! Let’s take all of
this talk and come up with
some action. [ want to see
you all kicking down the
door to come help make the
Signal-Urbanite the paper
you want it to be. No more
excuses, no more whining,
lets man up/woman up and
make it happen!

Conrad Miller

The Signal needs to stop
bringing Black men down

My name is Leneille
Brathwaite. I have written for
the Signal a few times and
although my schedule does
not permit me enough time
to spend writing' stories on a
weekly basis, I always take
the time to read the paper
as I am walking to and from
class.

First 1 would like to
say that this week’s cover ar-
ticle on Bruno Polk had me
outraged. I am sick and tired
of seeing the few African-
American men that we do
have on campus faces blown
up huge on the front page
on the paper, for everything
besides positive stories. As |

look around my classrooms
I may see one or two black
males. Although I am glad to
see them there, one of them
may be on the basketball
team and is forced to go to
class and the other one may
be coming in class late from
chilling in the courtyard.
Rarely, is it a positive look in
the eyes of the professors let
alone the other (white) stu-
dents.

Last year, I had the
opportunity of taking a class
with Mr. Polk and I must ad-
mit he was the total oppo-
site. He always had his work
turned in, his hand raised and
he was, for the most part,
paying attention. I’ve known
him ever since the first day 1
ever visited GSU, at the In-
cept program and his positive
energy and joy made me hap-
py to see that black men are
still doing something with
their lives other than drugs,
prison, or rapping. To make
a long story short, upon read-
ing the paper I was appalled
to see his face under the story
about a student leader getting
arrested for allowing those
underage to drink liquor.
Damn can the man earn his
degree without GSU trying
to pull him down? £

Who in college hasn’t
had a drink before their 21st
birthday? Who hasn’t gone to
a Village party (before it got
shut down) and had a drink?
College wouldn’t be college
without books, studying, and
some fun. Did anyone drive
drunk? NO. Did anyone com-
plain about the drinks when
they were drinking? NO. Did
anyone get the drink thrown
down their throats as part of
a pledging rituwal? NO. So
why is Bruno to blame? Mat-
ter of fact, why is that story
front page news rather than
the rude ass GSU employees,
or the Student Activity Fee
increase?

These stories would
impact the entire GSU stu-
dent body, not a private issue
that shouldn’t even be a dis-
cussion because we all have
at one point (unless you're a
complete loser) had a damn
drink before we were 21. 1
believe the Signal should do

a lot more to build up the stu-
dent body rather than tear it
down with negative stories
about, yes I’'m going to say it,
THE BLACK MALE POPU-
LATION AT GSU.

Sorry to be so ada-
ment about the situation I
just feel that it is completely
ridiculous. Feel free to print
this if you wish. I throw my
hands up at GSU first Jarrett’s
GSU battle now Bruno who’s
next? I would like to see the
Signal as part of the solution,
not the problem.

Leneille Brathwaite

The Signal answers
questions about
Bruno Polk article

Upon publishing the
story “Lofts resident arrested
for distributing alcohol to
underaged guests” on Sept.
18, 2007, both the Signal as
well as the GSU media advi-
sor received numerous com-
plaints outraged that a stu-
dent leader was involved in
an uncompromising incident
and questioning the validity
of the Signal’s reporting of
the facts.

As such, we the Sig-
nal are releasing a statement
to clear up any misunder-
standings surrounding the
story. This, by no means, is
a statement of apology; this
is merely a response to con-
cerns that the Signal was in-
volved in bias reporting and
unfairness.

When the Signal cov-
ers any crimes, we first go to
the crime blog featured on the
GSU police website. Though
the link says “police reports,”
those “reports” are merely
summaries of incidents that
occurred on a given day.
These summaries do not re-
lease names or any other
identification. The Signal re-
porter obtained the full police
report from the station and
proceeded to research and
write the story.

No one present at the
party was paid or asked to
spy on Bruno Polk for the
Signal; nor did the Signal re-
porter who covered the story
go undercover. No one on the
Signal staff was aware that
Bruno Polk was the suspect

SEE IT’S PAGE 29
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“It’s unfortunate this happened to a
well—rounded intelligent and popular student”

CON’T FROM PAGE 25

in the incident. His name
was gathered after the Signal
reporter read through the re-
port.

The reporter con-
sulted the editor-in-chief and
then went forward with the
story. Bruno Polk was imme-
diately contacted and asked
for a statement; he consented
to an interview with the re-
porter and was given an op-

portunity to state his side of

the story.
His testimony along
with information from the
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A recent story about the arrest of Senior Brnno Polk was the
subject of outrage by Signal readers.

3

police report was combined
to create a fair and balanced
story.
The Signal does agree that an
error was made with the given
date. The Signal has printed a
retraction in this issue.
However, no error
was made with the headline
or the lead stating that Polk
was arrested. According to
the GSU police department,
though he was not physically
arrested, processed and sent
to jail, he was arrested on
paper and later released on a
copy of charges, which was
stated in the article.
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The police - depart-
ment has confirmed that the
Signal was justified in its ac-
tions. The Signal was also
Justified in releasing his room
number. Many professional
newspapers and all broadcast
stations will release the ad-
dresses as well as photograph
or videotape places where in-
cidents have occurred.

Also, his room num-
ber was listed in the police
report. It is up to the editors
of the newspaper to decide
if this type of information
should be published, and, in
this case, the editors allowed
his room number to run.

Finally, in no way
was the Signal attempting to
defame Bruno Polk or por-
tray him in a negative way.
As with other professional
newspapers, the news sec-
tion covers politics, business,
community events, breaking
news and, yes, crime.

It is the intent of the
Signal to cover all aspects of
what is happening in the GSU
community in order to inform
its readers. Whether the inci-
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dent had involved Polk or an-
other student, the Signal was

" well within its right to cover

the story.

- While it is unfortu-
nate that this had to happen
to a well-rounded, intelli-
gent and popular student on
campus, Polk has taken full
responsibility for his actions.
The Signal spoke personally
to Polk after the article was
published.

He holds no qualms
against the newspaper, and
appreciates the paper’s fair-
ness in reporting both sides
of the story. As the Signal
moves forward with its up-
coming issues, we plan to
continue to cover fair and ac-
curate news.

I want
my
Coke

By ALAN NORMAN
ANORMAN4@STUDENT.GSU.EDU

So a new school
year has started and we’ve
had several changes to the
campus system. The new
library is almost finished,
and might be done by next
fall. The cafeteria has
been renovated, although
it doesn’t seem to help
with the lines and over-
crowding. There have
been several changes, and
[ realize that I'm not go-
ing to impact any of the
major ones.

It seems that with
the many renovations that
seemed to focus on ad-
ministrative offices while
ignoring the education of
the students. For some
reason, there are new of-
fices.in GCB, but I can’t
get Internet access in any
of my classrooms. I've
spent many hours in class
searching for the one seat

which gets something resem-
bling Internet access. But as

a student, -and not the focus
of GSU, 1 understand that I
won’t get heard unless I ei-
ther blow someone or bribe
the Regents, and I am willing
to do neither.

So I don’t even want
to try and get parking fixed,
a new MARTA stop in Kell
Hall, or Gatorade in the wa-
ter fountains. I just want my
Coke.

GCB used to have
Coke machineson every floor,
along with other vending ma-
chines. It was great, I could
easily get something before
class, or if my class was long
and had a short break, I could
step out and get something to
drink. But now, all the ma-
chines are gone, although I
think I saw one on the third
floor, I wouldn’t be surprised
if it disappears soon too.
They must have been stolen,
since I can’t see the logic in
removing them, they are al-
ways in demand, and they
must be making money. So
where did they go? Did they
migrate south for the winter?
Or is this a sneaky trick that
the Kell Hall Starbucks is
pulling to bring up business?
And don’t ask me where the
Kell Hall Starbucks is lo-
cated, I'm not telling anyone
because I like the short lines
there.

SEE IS THIS PAGE 28
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Voters are now required to have a government issued identi-
fication to be able to vote in an election.

By: BRANDY WILSON
BWILSON16@GSU.EDU

Old habits die hard.
The controversial Voter 1.D.
law was recently overturned
here in Georgia. This law
made it a requirement that
one has some sort of state is-
sued identification or passport
in order to be able to vote. A
utility bill or paycheck stub
will no longer be accepted as
means to vote.

Civil rights activists
are against this law primarily
because they believe this law
is meant to disenfranchise
and discourage poor, dis-
abled, and minority voters.
Some might say, if you want
to vote so bad just get an L.D.,
but the truth is there are peo-
ple who can’t afford to spend
the $35 (yes, $35 freaking
dollars) for an I.D. They’re
too busy trying to feed their
families and keep a roof over
their heads.

Of course the rep-
resentatives behind this bill
deny this is their intention.
They cite past voter fraud
as necessitating the voter 1D
bill. It’s funny to me when
the political powers-that-be
act as though blacks simply
suffer from some acute para-
noia brought on by nothing in
particular. Why wouldn’t we
think these people would try
to disenfranchise Black and
poor voters?

For years, blacks and
the poor were denied the
right to vote. And even when
amendments to the Constitu-
tion were passed, those same
people found other ways to
keep them from exercising
their civil rights. They man-
aged to do it on the sly with

little things like poll taxes
and the grandfather clause.
Poll taxes aren’t so far re-
moved from us, they have
been around in most of our
parent’s lifetime. It hasn’t
been that long since Poll
taxes, so famous in the “Jim
Crow era,” were repealed.
The bottom line is blacks
and the poor feel disenfran-
chised, because they have in
fact been disenfranchised for
so long. Blacks are skepti-
cal about elections, because
they’ve been shut out for so
long. We're no longer vested
in this system. The “elec-
tion” of our current president
is ample proof of how easily
our voting system can be cor-
rupted and the votes we cast
not even be considered.

It’s hard to understand
what its like to spend years
being denied what by birth
is a right. While I understand
the distrust, I honestly be-
lieve that the Voter I.D. law
is purely meant as a measure
to preserve the sanctity of the
election process. I don’t think
it’s meant to purposely leave
anyone out. At one time, the
government even provided
free ID’s for anyone that
could prove that they could
not afford one. An injunc-
tion was then filed last year
halting that law. The program
was only recently revived in
the past few months. Accord-
ing to the www.gaphotoid.
com Web site driver’s licens-
es, even if they’re expired,
are still acceptable means
of ID, as well as a passport,
military, or tribal photo ID’s
also work.

SEE BLACKS PAGE 29

Baptizing put on backburner
after lack of water

By: JOHN ASANTE
JASANTE1@GSU.EDU

While most states are
starting to worry about how
to prevent the abundance of
rain, others are wishing for
even a simple shower.

Small towns in Texas
and South Carolina continue
to be under severe drought
warning. Citizens of DeSo-
to, Texas and Rock Springs,
S.C. are not just placing the
blame on natural causes,
but the water companies as
well. Not only is this affect-
ing their ways of life, but the
lack of water is also plaguing
religious events from taking
place, namely baptisms.

The two southern
communities may have simi-
lar ordeals, but the true story
behind each are at differ-
ent ends of the spectrum. In
DeSoto, developments along
the Hwy. 35 are receiving
very poor quality water. The
dirty smelling water may be
affecting homes and busi-
nesses, but is affecting the
churches along the interstate
the most.

Deacon Mel Woods
of Glory Land Church is suf-
fering because of the lack of
water to perform baptisms,
let alone the other functions
the church provides. The
irony of this situation is that
the bills have been paid for

To RSVP:
Call (404) 413-1225

months, and Cozy Water sup-
ply, the city’s water company,
has done nothing but provide
the city with inadequate wa-
ter.

When  approached
about the ‘Water from Hell,’
the owner of Cozy Water
Supply, avoided the news af-
filiates, making him appear
as a schemer of all sorts. Dea-
con Woods is not giving up
on the case and plans to file a
lawsuit on the validity of the
owner’s authority to even sell
water. What is even more de-
spicable about the case is that
the town of DeSofo does not
have any water rights. This
leaves city officials to ponder
how to deal with obtaining
water normally again.

Similarly, the prob-
lems of the absence of pota-
ble water for a community off
a major highway and church
predicaments are present in
South Carolina. Reverend
Brian Harris cannot perform
any baptisms at his Baptist
church in Rock Springs, part-
ly due to the drought status,
partly due to the water com-
panies. Funding to make wa-
ter lines that directly connect
to the town is suddenly gone.
because the town that usually
supplies Rock Springs is al-
ready contractually obligated
to citizens of another area.

Much to their dismay,

(ot a major?
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Rock Springs residents are
hoping and praying for grants
and loan money to get water.
Yes, towns can get funding
for projects by expressing
their needs to official, but
an absolute need, not want,
in life is being threatened.
It is most certainly not any-
thing as expensive as gold or
a flavored drink that can be
understood if it is supplied
in smaller amounts. Citizens
of Rock Springs have had to
change their lifestyles to ra-
tion out their supplies, forc-
ing

Most people in other
countries, let alone the United
States probably are scratch-
ing their heads as to the lack
of water. Seeing as America
is one of the more lucrative,
developed countries on Earth,
water supply would not be
much of a problem. There are
plenty of water companies
and water suppliers out there
to help, even during the dry
seasons.

Unfortunately, in a
case like this, there are unjust
companies out there trying
to scam left and right. Who
knew that one would have to
tell their family to postpone
their baptism because there is
not enough holy water?
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Apple releases new
iPod, upgrades Nano

By: BRIAN HOLCOMB
BHOLCOMB@STUDENT.
GSU.EDU

It seems Apple is un-
der the impression the gen-
eral public needs something
bigger and better than their
new latest multimedia de-
vice, the iPhone. Apple not
only released a new version
of the iPod Nano and brand
new iPod Touch, but lowered
prices of iPod classic and the
iPhone. With this new eye-
candy being released, the
topic of when and where will
Apple stop releasing personal
media device is roused.

The new iPod Nano
is definitely an upgrade from
its previous model —smaller,
comes in great colors and
has a wider color screen, al-
lowing for video and movie
playback like it’s big brother,
iPod classic. So for all iPod
classic owners that quietly
complained about lugging
around a device that was only
using half of its disc space or
for those who complained
they didn’t need such a large
hard drive for their songs
but wished the nanos played
videos, their grievances were
answered.

As with the release of
new mp3 players, Apple took
the online and touch-screen
technology used on their
June-released iPhone, minus
dialing and receiving calls,
and named it the iPod touch.
Users can now access the in-
ternet with Apple’s integrated
web browser to check e-mail,
watch videos and, listen to
music.

Apple has done a
great job supplying the public
with cool toys and eye candy
for kids and young adults,
but have they overloaded the
market with their cool toys?

With the addition of
the iPhone and iPod touch,
there are now five different
options for people who want
a personal music device. It’s
hard to resist with new up-
grades, smaller devices and
larger hard drive space avail-
able in the new models. But
it’s this constant reissuing of
models and newer features
that make it hard for con-

sumers to “keep up with the
Jones’.”

What about those
people who, for example,
saved up just enough money
to get the 80G iPod for $349
only to find out a couple of
months later that they can
now buy twice the storage
space in the 160G iPod for
$349? How would they feel
to find out all their hard work
would’ve paid off more if
they just waited two months
or so for the newer, less ex-
pensive model? Most con-
sumers cannot afford to buy
the newest model to take ad-
vantage of video playback or
cooler menu screens. Being
able to continually shell out
for the newest Apple device
can take a serious toll on
bank accounts.

Most Apple users
don’t feel the need to up-
grade simply because there
is a newer model out there.
Outside of the cost for hav-
ing such a “cool” device,
most users don’t see the need
to upgrade simply because
the newer model has more
bells and whistles. Sure, the
surpassed iPod nano model
was in serious need of an up-
grade. It was the only iPod
devices outside of the shuffle
that didn’t have playback
features. Now, the screen is
wider and music videos as
well as TV shows, but that
doesn’t justify the reason of
throwing away a working,
older iPod nano.

The whole idea be-
hind the nano was to make
it slim and less cumbersome
than iPod classic, but the
wider, more accommodating
screen is still really small.
People will have a hard time
seeing anything on a device
designed to be small.

Moreso, the design
behind the old iPod classics
(the models with black and
white screens) was simply to
access the music. Now, with
a color screen, Apple is intent
on showing you the album
artwork itself in its new iPod
touch and iPhone. Showing
the pictures along with album
titles looks pretty, but slows
users down from looking for

Special | Signal

The iPod touch is the newest addition to Apple’s line of mp3 players. The iPod Touch is
equipped with a touch-sensitive widescreen.

“I’'m a bi-curious freak,
and I’m looking for love!”

music to play. What about
the cautious guy that wants
to listen to Britney Spears’
greatest hits without broad-
casting to the entire elevator
what he’s listening to? It will
take longer to choose song
and to go through the menus.

With Christmas
around the corner, Apple will
make great sales off their
new products. But with ex-
tra bells and whistles, not to
mention the knowledge that
Apple will come out with an-
other take on “reinventing the
wheel,” consumers will be
wise to consider exactly what
they’re buying and what’s
coming out shortly thereaf-
ter.

http://blog.8thlight.com/

CON’T FROM PAGE 24

women on dates and didn’t
just make them do their best
booty dance or cook him fried
chicken? Or when gave them
gifts like flowers instead of a
set of gold teeth? Why are we
now being bombarded with
C-list celebrities making out
with groupies desperate to
be on TV who’ve never even
heard of Poison or NWA?
Who is Tila Tequila
anyway? Just one of thou-
sands of girls who take their
clothes off for the camera
and post their pictures online
so creeps everywhere can
comment and say “Oh baby,
looking good,” just another
person trying to get rich and
famous off of just a pretty

face, fake breasts and no ac-
tual talent whatsoever? I've
heard her songs on Myspace,
which she wrote herself, with
titles like “F*** Ya Man”.
Obviously, she’s very serious
about her music and wants
to be taken seriously as an
artist, or even as a person in
general. I doubt it.

- 1 don’t doubt, how-
ever, that people will watch
this show. A lot of people will
watch this show. I mean, she’s
a beautiful girl, and she’s at-
tracting a large crowd- men
and women, gay and straight.
The question is, do we really
even care if someone who
calls herself *“Tila Tequila”
finds love or not? I, person-
ally, could not care less.

“Is this a sneaky trick by the Kell Hall
Starbucks to bring up business?”

CON’T FROM PAGE 24

So I want my Coke machines
back! Now, I’'m not just say-
ing this because I own stock
in Coke-a-Cola, or that I sell
diabetes testing supplies on
the side. I want the coke ma-
chines on every floor because
with all the machines on the
first floor require either the
use of an already overworked
elevator system or spending
most of my breaks walking
up and down stairs.

Now, with my dif-
ficult schedule of 17 hours,

it is a fact of life that I need
some kind of stimulant to
stay awake and alert for my
classes. I already see that the
school offers several
choices:

Nicotine seems to be
popular, and with the un-en-
forced smoking regulations
in the courtyard, all I really
need to do is grab a little
second-hand smoke and I'm
buzzing for the day. I can
take advantage of the strate-
gic location of Georgia State
to some of the more colorful
areas of Atlanta and purchase

some illegal substances
which would enable me to
stay awake for class. 1 guess
that if I'm on the crack, ice,
E, Nyquil, or noDoz it would
work as well as my Dr. Pibb
or Mr. Pepper.

Or the other option,
just give me back my ma-
chines.
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How mmmanny damnce
does one campus

CON’T FROM PAGE 24

When the university
brings speakers to campus,
there are never any conser-
vative speakers. It is usu-
ally these whiny, washed-up
liberal activists. How about
bringing Ann Coulter, Rush
Limbaugh or Colin Powell
to campus? The Student Life
and Leadership office boasts
about there being nearly 300
charted student organizations
on campus. Within many of
these organizations, many of
~ them have similar, if not the
same, purposes. How many
dance groups does one cam-
pus need? How many racial
based student alliance groups
does one university need? To
help conserve and make bet-
ter use of limited resources,
many of these groups should
consolidate and merge into
one group.

Instead of having
20 dance groups, create one
dance group that has a good
group of students who want
to be award winning and rep-
resent GSU to the fullest. By
having all of these students in
one area, everyone can work
off of the strengths and weak-
nesses of each other. Those
students working together to
bring awards and name rec-

ognition to State would be a
much better use of funds.

All too often, many
students get in these organi-
zations and- simply use the
positions-as resume boosters.
Doing nothing but having a
title is no value to the cause.
Some of these leaders have
organizations that receive
funding and do absolutely
nothing. The main indicator
of this is the number of pizza
parties and other frivolous
events one notices towards
the end of the semester. This
happens because the univer-
sity has a policy on the books
where all monies given by
the student activity fee must
be exhausted before the end
of the fiscal year.

Why do we have such
a policy? Student organiza-
tions should be good stew-
ards of scarce resources giv-
en to them on campus. They
should be allowed to roll
monies over for bigger and
better projects to help devel-
op their organization. They
can use this to buy banners,
promotional materials, bring
speakers on campus, host
more events and so much
more. However, if an orga-
nization must exhaust funds
or face a cut in the new year,
then we are encouraging thrift

spending. As individuals, we
cannot engage in such be-
havior and more importantly,
we should not allow our hard
earned money to be used in
this way.

As the mandatory fee
committee considersa SWOT
analysis (strengths, weak-
nesses, opportunities and
threats), everything needs to
be looked at in perspective
and retrospect. While some
may say, its only a few more
dollars per semester, it’s a
few more dollars out of the
pockets of students. Espe-
cially those who have to pay

ETroOouprs
need?

Special | Signal
Supporters of the Student Fee increase says more funds could pay
for more renowned speakers like Oprah Winfrey.

their tuition out of pocket
each semester or be dropped
from the class rolls.

To solve the cash flow
shortage, organizations need
to collaborate and work with
one another. If one group is
good at event planning and
the other is good at hosting,
then have a bigger and bet-
ter event. Put the names of
both organizations on the fly-
er. Get to know your fellow
student leaders and lets make
Georgia State the best cam-
pus it can be in an efficient
and economical manner.

Blacks are skeptical
about elections,
because they've been
shut out for so long

CON’T FROM PAGE27

My charge to the
powers-that-be is this, If this
law is on the up and up and
only about preventing voter
fraud, continue to provide
the IDs for free. Make it easy
for those who want to get
one. Put ID sites back in the
grocery stores and places that
are easily accessible to every-
one. Don’t make this harder
than it already is. If someone
is informed and interested
enough to vote there should
be no reason that they aren’t
allowed to. This isn’t 1935.

More info on the free
IDs for the poor is available
by calling 1-877-725-9797,
or visiting www.GaPhotolD.
com. Spread the word guys.
Voting is our right, don’t let
it be taken away.

“Thenews articles selected by Fox are done so with the intent of mak-
ing us feel informed, without actually informing us of anything.”

SEE CIVIL PAGE 31

more pertinent news articles.
Granted, the :-) article was
not number one on the list, it
did rank in at number five on
the list. Only upon surfing to
USA Today did I find no ar-
ticle concerning the :-).

I returned to Fox
News, thinking that surely
this must be a fluke, that this
article was an aberration and
the rest of the articles would
be newsworthy. I saw each
news article more were triv-
ial than the last. I noticed
that out of the nine articles
listed on my news feed, five
of them concerned individu-
als who had no impact upon
my life whatsoever and were
generally a waste of my time.

Yet, this is the news which
is supposedly important to
me? There are trolleys with
a funny name in Seattle. So?
Some lady with a funny name
is having surgery. I can’t de-
scribe for you how little I
care.

What I would really
like to know is why these
articles are more impor-
tant to Fox News than one
of the two wars we are cur-
rently fighting? I saw on the
Fox News feed only one ar-
ticle concerning international
news, which stated that Syria
is an aspiring nuclear power
hell-bent upon destroying the
United States and Israel.

But not a single ar-
ticle on Iraq? Afghanistan?
Fox News frequently shows
advertisements claiming sup-

port for the troops. Where are
the troops? If they are so im-
portant, then why aren’t they
a ‘top story?’ So these news
articles about our military are
typically the same: a bomb
has exploded somewhere,
and at least one person is
dead or horribly maimed. But
these articles discussing an
ongoing war and the horrible
death of our own countrymen
and women are less impor-
tant than punctuation?

So I've come to a
conclusion about Fox News,

they are useless as a medium

for information concerning
the world. The news articles
selected by Fox are done so
with the intent of making us
feel informed, without actu-
ally informing us of anything.
[ became intrigued and,began

to follow Fox News over the
course of the day, and I tried
to take note not only of the
actual content of the article,
but what knowledge an ar-
ticle is designed to teach us.
I came away completely dis-
gusted by Fox, their articles
seemed to teach us that all
foreigners are the dirty un-
washed masses, except for
Britain, which is an impotent
power that won’t crack down
on terrorism.

A majority of the arti-
cles dealt with sex, bestiality,
abnormal sex, minorities who
are also criminals or lazy, bad
mothers, child molesters, and
the general moral decay of
anyone who is not a white
fundamentalist super Chris-
tian. This is the same news
source that is championed by

those same fundamentalists
who are getting BJs in air-
ports or starring in homosex-
ual pornography, both things
which these groups condemn.
They’re probably not :-) ing
about my article either.

So Fox News, here
are a few tips for you: Su-
perstars are not news unless
they’re giving all their mon-
ey away or dead, otherwise
they’re not important for a
global news network, save
it for TMZ or some other in-
fotainment network. Surely,
there are individuals who
are more important than Zsa
Zsa who deserve news cover-
age. Certainly, mass transit
is news, but save it for the
oddly enough column.
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hursday, Sept. 27th

Lambda Theta Alpha Latin Sorority, Inc.

Event: 1st Informational of the semester

Time: 7 p.m. in room 230 University Center.

Open to all non-greek women and business casual attire
requested.

Contact: Cynthia at Ita.deltabeta@gmail.com
www.lambdalady.org

Every Week

Catholic Students Asssociation

Event : Holy Mass

Date : Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
Time : 12:15pm until 12:45pm

Location : Room 470 of University Center

Georgia State Police offers free
safety escorts either by car or foot
to your destination in the down-
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The article “Underwear ordinance must be taken as a wake up call” in
the Sept. 11 issue was credited incorrectly. It was actually written by
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‘The date for the article “Lofts
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Live from New York, it's more regulation

By DENEEN BORELLI
dborelli@nationalcenter.org

New York City is known
for Broadway musicals, but
now there’s a reality show that
you don’t want to miss called
“Looting Liberty.”

Starring Mayor Michael
Bloomberg, it chronicles the
ever-dwindling personal choic-
es and freedoms available to
city residents.

While one may not care
about what goes on in the Big
Apple, everyone should since
Bloomberg seems to have na-
tional political aspirations..

Attacks on freedom in New
York City start with simple
pleasures such as dining and
leisure activities.

As the city’s self-appoint-
ed head chef, Bloomberg dic-
tates how restaurants can cook.
Trans fats, an ingredient res-
taurants use in baked and fried
foods, will be illegal in July of
2008. This is forcing the res-
taurant industry to revamp its
recipes and causing unforeseen
costs and changes in taste.

In 2003, while playing the
role of surgeon general, Bloom-
berg fought for a smoking ban
for all businesses that severely
restricts where one can enjoy a
cigarette.

Hating smoking but eager
to profit from it, he also signifi-
cantly increased the cost of cig-
arettes by adding a whopping
$1.50 per pack excise tax.

Acting as city climatolo-
gist, Bloomberg’s crusade
against global warming threat-
ens to impede New Yorker’s
choice in water. The Bloom-
berg administration has joined
the populist movement to re-
strict the availability of bottled
water to reduce the energy used
to make, transport and dispose
of the bottles.

Using taxpayer money, the
city launched a $700,000 “Get
Your Fill” advertising campaign
with slick postings throughout
buses and subways while street
teams handed out free plastic
bottles to fill with tap water.

Interestingly, around the
same time, New Yorkers were
subjected to an 11.5 percent in-
crease on the price of tap water
that costs residents an average
of $72 more per year. ;

Bloomberg’s global warm-
ing hysteria may also restrict
driving in Manhattan. Mod-
eled after a program in London,
an automobile congestion pric-

ing proposal for cars and trucks
traveling south of 86th Street
will cost drivers $8 and $21,
respectively, during rush hour.
Besides taxing the right to
drive, this program will also al-
low Big Brother Bloomberg to
track individuals’ driving pat-
terns through the roving eyes of
video surveillance cameras.
New Yorkers have long
been subjected to restric-
tive gun laws and Bloomberg
is showing his anti-Second
Amendment zeal as co-chair of
Mayors Against Illegal Guns.
Some believe the coali-
tion’s real agenda may in fact
be to aid the anti-gun lobby by
making it easier for trial law-

yers to sue gun manufacturers
and dealers.

For example, during their
2007 summit, members agreed
to make the repeal of the Tiahrt
Amendment - a measure re-
stricting certain gun data from
being shared outside of the law
enforcement community - their
top priority.

They claim the amendment
places “restrictions on ability
of law enforcement and other
local authorities to use gun
trace data to combat illegal gun
trafficking.”

The National Rifle Associ-
ation, however, says, “Critics,
primarily politicians, political
appointees and trial lawyers,
have falsely alleged that local

police cannot have access to
the information.

The Amendment clearly
states that ‘nothing shall be
construed to prevent the shar-
ing or exchange of such infor-
mation among and between
federal state, local or foreign
law enforcement agencies or
federal, state, or local prosecu-
tors, or national security, intel-
ligence, or counterterrorism
officials, provided that such
information, regardless of its
source, is shared, exchanged,
or used solely in connection
with bona fide criminal inves-
tigations or bona fide criminal
prosecutions.’”’

Moreover,

the Fraternal

Order of Police supports the
Tiahrt Amendment “because
of our concern for the safety of
law enforcement officers and
the integrity of law enforce-
ment investigations.”

Whether it’s guns, cars,
food or drink, Mayor Michael
Bloomberg is happy to dance in
New Yorkers lives to tell them
what they can and cannot do.
“Looting Liberty” is only play-
ing in one city right now, but
this is a show Bloomberg wants
to take to the White House. If
he does, everyone will be forced
to sing along.

Office of Student Life and Leadership
Intercultural Relations

We are now accepting nominations for the annual

TORCH OF PEACE AWARDS

To be presented at the

Martin Luther King, Jr. Convocation on

Thursday, January 17, 2008

In 2008, the Convocation will celebrate its 25th anniversary. Nominations are open to

students (undergraduate and graduate), faculty, staff, alumni and student organizations who have
demonstrated an outstanding ability to facilitate or promote positive intercultural relations at
Georgia State University and the community at large.

Criteria:

All nominators must complete a Nominator’s Information Sheet for their nominee
A written statement by the nominator, highlighting the character and
accomplishments of the person/student organization being nominated

A resume of the nominee or a portfolio for the student organization

Student organizations must be university chartered or paraprofessional organizations
Two letters of recommendation highlighting the individual’s character and
accomplishments or the organization’s involvement in community service and

activism

Undergraduate student nominees must have a 2.5 cumulative GPA
Graduate student nominees must have a 3.0 cumulative GPA
Additional materials supporting the nominee’s accomplishments are

recommended

All materials are due to the Office of Student 1.ife and 1 eadership, Suite 330 Student Center by:
Wednesday, October 31, 2007

For more information and-to request a Nominator’s Information Sheet, please contact
Tonya Cook, Program Specialist by (phone) 404.413.1580, (fax) 404.413.1593,

tcook3@gsu.edu or visit www2.gsu.edu/interculturalrelations
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AERE A VUK N YOUR

Social security and healthcare issues are YOUR problems —
not those of yours parents

Find out how today’s fiscal policy will directly impact YOU

and

WHAIT YOU CAN DO ABOUT IT

Come to a Town Hall Meeting

THE FISCAL WAKE UP TOUR

Featuring

DAVID M. WALKER
Comptroller General of the United States
ROBERT L. Bixny
Executive Director, The Concord Coalition
ALISON ACOSTA FRASER
Director, Thomas A. Roe Institute for Economic Studies, The Heritage Foundation

l \SON FURMAN
Senior Fellow, The Brookings Institution

OCTOBER 1, 2007
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY STUDENT CENTER — SPEAKER’S AUDITORIUM

Rvu\prinn 5:00 — Presentation and Discussion 5:30 = Coffee/Dessert 7:00

Register on-line for this event by September 25th at
www.robinson.gsu.edu/students/wakeup

VWAKE UP!

GeorgiaStateUniversity S

J.Mack Robinson
COLLEGE of BUSINESS

ROBINSON.GSU .EDU




